



' of a foreign land reproves them. 


' circulation indispensable to our domestic trade, that 
they may propitiate these money dealers abroad, on 
' whose mercy they rely.” 


| instant says—We hear the Mississippi legislature | 
have authorised the money machines to stop pay- 


© city, to have the collection of all duty bonds to the | 


‘ paze, 


py the specie order? Lhe London prints tells them 


with scorn, ifthey were not in circumstances to re- 
© quire pity—insist that it shall sacrifice the western 
banks and thé western people to aid them in forcing 
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ag-The report of the committee of the N. York 
merchants who waited upon the president of the 
United States and the proceedings thereon, are in- 
serted in page 165. ‘ 

The “Globe”’ of Thursday the 4th instant, con- 
tains the following article in relation to the visit of 
the committee. 

«With what propriety do the merchants, when 
the treasury record show an excess of sixty millions 
of imports over their exports—when the London 
‘ournals show that they have availed themselves of 
credits out of all reasonable proportion to their capi- 
tals—when Mr. Biddle’s thirty-five million agency 
books show that he has involved them twenty mil- 
lions more—pack a delegation to Washington to 
npbraid the a ministration as the cause of their ruin 


plainly who “are the principal culprits in this af- 
fair,” “the money dealers,” at whose mercy they 
are—and yet they come here to aecuse the govern- 
ment, which, through its treasury reports, gave them 
monthly admonitions against running the race of 
«folly and infatuation” for which the able journal 
| They denounce 
the government from which they pretend to ask a 
boon; and—with an audacity which should be met, 





‘ 4 i 
a surrender of the specie necessary to support the 





| 
{ 
| 
'$The New Orxizans True American of the 4th} 





ing specie—time not transpired. | 





} 

MencHANnT’s Bonps. The Globe of Wednesday | 
says that the secretary of the treasury has written | 
a letter to the collector of New York in respect to) 


the request made by the late committee from that | 


United States postponed until next January. The | 
answer is said to be **much more favorable than | 
most persons have anticipated, and will lead to sen- | 


the condition of the treasury at all justify it in ex- 
tending indulgence. 





SUSPENSION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS. The finan- 
cial affairs of the country have at length reached 
that point to which all who have watched the signs 
of the times for some months past, saw they were 
rapidly hastening; and the announcement that the 
banks of New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore 
have suspended specie payments, will not, perhaps, 
Cause any extraordinary sensation in the public 
mind. It is the unavoidable result of the diver- 
sion of specie to the west, and the drain upon the 
banks in the Atlantic cities for exportation to Eu- 
rope, aad was due to their respective communities | 
and the stockholders. But with this admission, | 
We are not insensible to the dire effects which this | 
Measure must produce throughout the country; for | 
Wien suspension, as it must, becomes general, then | 
will ensue those scenes of beggary and rain which 
Were witnessed in 1819, when fortunes, made by 
patient labor, were swept away as by a whirl-wind. | 
a totwithstanding @ larze number of banks will 
“Urvive the shock, the svores ef mushroom in- 
stitutions, which have sprung into existence within 
tie last two years, must perish with the same ra- 
Neonat Wwaich they arose, and the dupes who 
ikea “lem, will fiad, too late, that they are in- 

ved in the common rain. But it is not only 
thet wilh ane connected with those worthless banks, 
siseh overstaall effects of this measu re, for it must 
its effet, Bs vec in the rps id - y! 

widen ead Piles unhinz2 the whole order @ 
baleen create confusion and distrust among 

7. 4888 Of persons. 

% Neat otra. of the banks, &c. that preceded 
Phil ib nsion of specie payments in New York, 

‘deipaia and Baltimore, are inserted in the next 
wiotetiian 13 oo to the Baltimore banks to say, 
0z of merch ant ing they were requested by a meet- 
- Toei ants waich convened at the Exchange 

ay evening last, to consider the propriety 
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sible relief in cases where real embarrassment ex- | SUSpension. 


> ists, and to which the power of the department and 


of suspending, for a short period, the payment of 
specie for all claims except their five dollar bills, 
they refused to do so, and on the following day 
authorised the publication of a statement that they 
would continue to pay specie for all their liabilities. 
In New York the measure was hastened, in some 
degree, by the run on the banks caused by the 
failure of the Dry Dock bank,* one of the deposite 
banks, which closed its doors on Monday last. 
The other banks, after having declined their aid to 
sustain it, agreed to redeein its notes; but the panic 
became general and all the banks were severely 
run upon, and, as a last resort, it was resolved to 
suspend specie payments. The Philadelphia banks 
necessarily came to the same conclusion, and those 
of Baltimore had no alternative left but to follow 
their example. In the latter city, there has been 
nothing like a panic, though the banks were very 
generally called upon for specie during Wednesday 
and Thursday last, which was promptly paid to all 
who demanded it. 

The past week has been a very severe one to the 
merchants of Baltimore, and many of the most en- 
terprising have been compelled to suspend payment. 
But it is believed that the suspension will be only | 
temporary, for our business has been conducted 
with much prudence, and the ability of our mer- 
chants to meet their liabilities, in an ordinary con- 
condition of the money market, is unquestioned. 

In New York failures are stiil going on, and re- 
garded so much as matters of course, that they 
have ceased to excite notice—the public attention 
being directed to the banks, which the merchants | 
and traders are determined to support in their reso- | 
lution to suspend specie payments. The city at) 
the last advices was perfectly quiet, stocks were | 
advancing (sales of U. S. are quoted at $101) and | 
all appears to be doing as well as could be expect- 
ed. The Brooklyn banks have also suspended spe- 
cie payments. 

It was believed in New York that the legislature, | 
now in session, will immediately take such mea- | 
sures as will relieve the banks from the provision of | 
the safety fund law which requires the chancellor 
to take possession of the effects of any banks sus- 
pending specie payments within ten days of such 
Three of the safety fund banks at 
Buffalo, it will be seen, have been suspended by the 
chancellor. _ 

In Philadelphia, the determination of the banks 
seems to have created a better state of things, and 
it is thought that it will give them the power to 
save some houses that were in a tottering condi- 
tion. The bank of the United States was not a 
party to the agreement to suspend specie payments, 
and it was believed that it would continue to meet 
its liabilities in gold and silver. 

*The following is a statement of its liabilities and 
assets. 








Assets. 
Bills discounted $311,734 63 
Bills receivable, including good bonds 2 4x6 gay 49 
and mortgages, and temporary loans § “""’""~ "” 


Protested notes 10.588 90 


In New Orleans there was no improvement in 
the money market, and the city was filled with 
gloom aad despondency, 

The “True American” of the 4th inst. says— 
“The return of protested drafts from Havre is be- 
ginning to have a serious effect. Many of the 
staunchest French and foreign houses down town 
will suffer. Yesterday, we grieve to say, the head 
of a distinguished house, Theodore F. Nicolet, in 
the French cotton trade, committed suicide. The 
losses to this concern will be immense. The pre- 
sent revulsion in commerce will be a lesson to the 
rising generation not to step beyond the bounds of 


prudence. The monopoly of the cotton staple has 
fallen by its own weight. There will not be a 


house leit to tell the tale. 

The Pennsylvania Sentinel says, that a letter 
from a Washington correspondent of the Yth inst. 
states that advices had been received at the seat of 
government of the stoppage of two of the deposite 
banks in Tennessee. 

From Charleston and Savannah, we have nothing 
very recent; but the Richmond “‘Enquirer”’ of Tues- 
day assures the public of the entire stability of the 
banks of that city, and of their determination to 
stand by one another. 

The advices from the north are, indeed, distress- 
ing, and a large number of factories have ceased 
operations. 





New Yorx. The general banking laws, both of 
the senate and the assembly, have been rejected by 
the former body, by a vote of 15 to 10 and 16 to 9. 
This we presume, says the “Argus,” may be re- 
garded as the final decision of the question for the 
present session. 





SPECIE PAYMENTS SUSPENDED IN BALTIMORE 
From the Baltimore American of yesterday. 
Postcript. At half past nine o’clock last night 
we received the following proceedings of the offli- 
cers of the several banks in Baltimore, by which it 
will be seen that they have determined to suspend 
specie payments. The resolution takes eifect forth- 
with. In closing this paragraph we cannot do bet- 
ter than quote the language of the New York Com- 
mercial, in speaking of the same measure in that 
city, ‘that our citizens, one and all, be exhorted to 
avoid excitement, and to conduct themselves with 
all possible forbearance, towards the banks, and to- 
wards each other. The banks are beyond all doubt 
pertectly solvent. Their notes are worth just as 
much to-day as they were yesterday. They will 
go just as far in the discharge of liabilities, and in 
the purchase of goods and provisions. Let no man, 
therefore, sacrifice his paper, or indulge apprehen- 
sions as to his funds in deposite. The bills of our 
banks will still be the ‘current money’ of the city, 


_and will answer all the necessary purposes of the 


community.” 
Baltimore, 11th May, 1837. 

Ata meeting of the officers of the several banks 
of the city of Baltimore, and delegations of direc- 
tors appointed for that purpose, representatives 
from all these institutions appeared as follows: 

For the bank of Baltimore—K. Smith, J.J. Speed, 

Mechanics’ bank—J. B. Morris. 











Specie 15,705 22 

Due from country banks $52,063 26 

nae city do. 30,026 87 
~ 82,095 13 | 


Real estate, consisting of banking ) 
house No. 27, Wall street, on the 
corner of Avenue D, andTenth st. ( 504 gig gg 

. . . * . of - «© 3 e 
railways and engine, together with 
several valuable buildings and 267 
lots of ground, valued at 





1,830,893 O04 
Liabilities. 

Capital stock $420,069 09 
Bank notes in circulation 198,154 00 
Due treasurer U. States 80,000 00 
— state New York 149,099 09 
— individual depositors 164,852 03 
Dividends unpaid 1,726 39 
Due to country 261,599 62 


Farmers’ and Merchants’ bank—N. Brice, F 
Dawson. 

Franklin bank—James Howard. 

Union bank—H. W. Evans, Robert Mickle, J 
Q. Hewlett, A. Aldridge, Sol, Etting, 

Commercial and Farmers’ bank—Jacob Albert, 
S. I. Donaldson. 

Marine bank—Jacob Bier, W. A. Tucker. 

Merchants’ bank—C. O’Donnell, R. A. Taylor 

Farmers, and Planters’ bank—W. E. Mayhew, 
D. Keener, James Cheston, ‘I’. B. Rutter. 

Citizens’ bank—W. Reynolds, I. Munroe, F. J 
Dallam 

Western bank—S. Jones, jr. T. Phenix, R. Gar- 
rett, A. Lilly. 

Chesapeake bank—J. S. Gittings. 

Rogert SmitH was called to the chair, and 
Roxzert Micke appointed secretary. Mr. Speed, 





banks 
— city do 316,507 66 





588,107 28 
1,592,789 75 








Surplus $237,003 29 


after briefly explaining the objeeta of the meeting, 

submitted the following resolutions, which were 

| unanimously adopted:— 

| Resloved, That in consequence of the information 

| received this day, that the banks of New York and 
Piladelphia have suspended specie payments; it is 
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expedient and necessary for the banks in this city, 
for their own protection and the interests of the 
whole community, to pursue, for a limited period, 
the same course, / 

Resolved, That while the measure is recommended 
from a belief in its imperative necessity, every as- 
surance is felt in the stability of the moneyed insti- 
tutions of this city. 

IN NEW YORK. 
Office of the Journal of Commerce, 
New York, May 10—2 P. M. 

The city—two o’clock. ‘The suspension of specie 
payments by the banks, has, as might be expected, 
created a considerable sensation throughout the 
city. To the reflecting and intelligent part of the 
community, it is however a matter neither of as- 
tonishment or alarm; and even amongst that class 
of persons who must be supposed to know less 
about the causes which have produced it, it has not 
occasioned as much excitement as might have been 
expected. Up to this hour not the slightest ebulli- 
tion of popular violence has been exhibited, nor is 
any thing of the kind expected, but the city autho- 
rities have nevertheless prudently made ample pre- 
paration to meet the evil if it should come. They 
have a large body of troops under arms, besides all 
the police and watch force of the city, ready to act 
ata moments notice. As yet there is no symptom 
that their services are likely to be required. 

The three banks which were not parties to the 
notice of suspension which we published this morn- 
in, have since come into the measure. None of 
the banks have paid specie to-day. 

Office of the Courier and Enquirer, 
New York, May 10—3, P. M. 

The banks. In pursuance of the notice published 
in another column in our morning edition, the 
banks in this city without a single exception, have 
ceased to redeem their notes in specie. Great ex- 
citement in consequence prevailed; but we are hap- 
py to say, that with very few exceptions, the sus- 
pension of specie payments by the banks, meets 
with universal approbation. 

To guard, however, against the designs of the 
lawless, or the movements of those who may be 
misled as to the effects of this measure, several re- 
giments of volunteers, and a squadron of horse are 
o1 duty in the Park and at the arsenal, ready to act 
if neeessary. The entire civil .police is also on 
duty, and no apprehensions are entertained of any 
disturbance. At an early hour, the following no- 
tice was posted in Wall street. : 

PUBLIC MEETING. 

“A public meeting of the merchants and traders 
is requested at the Merchants’ exchange, this day, 
at 124 o’clock, to consider and adopt such measures 
us may be deemed necessary and expedient under 
thle suspension of specie payments by the banks. 

New York, May 10th, 1837. 

PD. Leavitt, Nath. Prime, 
John A. Stevens, C. W. Lawrence, 
Saul Alley, W. W. Woolsey, 
Richard M. Blatchford, JEdward Curtis, 
Nevins, Townsend & Co. Thos. Lord, 
Joun P, Stagg, Sam’l. Ward, 





James G. King, W. 6. Lawrence, 
©. C. Verplanck, Howland & Aspinwall, 
C. H. Russell, Andrew Lockwood, 
Benj. Birdsall, Cornelius McLean, 
ph Depew, P. H. Woodruff. 
, Newell & Day, 

tn pursuance of the foregoing, the exchange room | 
and the avenues leading to it, were crowded at the 
hour named, when the meeting was called to order 
by Mr. James G. Kine, and organised by the ap- 
pointment of Mr. JAmes Boorman, president. 

Vice presidents—Nathaniel Prime, Gideon Lee, 
David Leavitt, P. G. Stuyvesant, G. C. Verplanck, 
Wm. B. Astor, Thaddeus Phelps, Robert Lenox, 
Stephen Whitney, C. H. Russell, Benj. Birdsall, 
Joseph Depew, Andrew Lockwood, Philetus H. 
Woodruff, Samuel Ward. 

Secretaries—John A. Stevens, Richard M. Blatch- 
ford, William H. Aspinwall. 

Mr. Kine briefly but forcibly addressed the meet- 
inc, lamenting the necessity of the measure adopted 
by the banks, and urging that as merchants of New 
York, proud of their reputations throughout the 
commercial world, it was incumbent upon them to 
act in concert, and by exhibiting a spirit of mutual 
forbearance, not only to arrest as far as possible the 
consequences of a suspension of specie payments, 
but at all times look forward to areturn to the sound 
state of things which has heretofore existed, as mat- 
ter of duty as well as pride. 

tle deprecated entering into the causes of the ex- 
isting embarrassments at this time, but said the time 
soon would come when that enquiry must be made, 
and he trusted in God the proper punishment be 
visited upon the offenders. His remarks were re- 
ceived with tremendous applause, and on his offer- 





ing the following resolutions, they were UNANI- 
MOUSLY ADOPTED: 

“Whereas, at a meeting last evening of all the 
banks in the city, excepting three, it was 

Resolved, That under existing circumstance, it is 
expedient and necessary to suspend payment in 
specie. 

o the meantime the notes of all the banks will 
be received at the different banks, as usual, in pay- 
ment of debts, and in deposite; and as the indebt- 
edness of the community to the bank exceeds three 
times the amount of their liabilities to the public, it 
is hoped and expected that the notes of the differ- 
banks wiil pass current, as usual, and that the state 
of the times will soon be such as to render the re- 
sumption of specie he practicable.” 

Resolved, That relying upon the above statements, 
we have full confidence in the ultimate ability of 
the banks of this city to redeem all their bills and 
notes, and that we will ourselves continue to re- 
ceive, and we recommend to all our fellow citizens 
to receive them as heretofore. 

Resolved, That in an emergency like this, it is 
wike the dictate of patriotism and self-interest to 
abstain from all measures tending to aggravate ex- 
isting evils; and by mutual forbearance and mutual 
aid, to mitigate, as far as practicable, the present 
difficulties, and thus most essentially to assist in the 
restoration of specie payments. 

The resolutions were put singly, and unanimous- 
ly adopted and the meeting adjourned. 

There is to be a meeting of the chamber of com- 
merce at two o’clock, having the same general ob- 
jeets in view. We cannot doubt that these pro- 
ceedings, so unanimous and so full of confidence, 
will tranquilize the public mind, and serve to ob- 
viate embarrassment. 

IN PHILADELPHIA. 
Commercial Herald office, 
Philadelphia, May 11—1 A. M. 

Great public meeting! The resolutions we insert 
below, are, we believe, the opinions of our busi- 
ness community. As soon as the news of the stup- 


re 
Resolved, That this meeting recommend {, th 
several banking institutions of the eity ang county 
mutual forbearance to and confidence in each othe’ 
that they receive the rotes in payment of "the ligh’ 
lities due to them; and in every way endeay,, , 
give confidence and assurance to our fellow 
zens, of the safety and solvency of our bankip 
stitutions. 


Note. The committee consisted of Judge Kin. 
Daniel Coxe, B. W. Richards, Girard Ralston, and 
J. Hemphill. 


Proceedings of a meeling of the officers and diy 
‘ oh city Felco! banks. tas 
At a meeting of the officers ahd directors of 4, 
several banks of the city and county of Philady, 
yhia, held at the Exchange on Wednesday evening 
fay 10, Thomas Sparks, esq. was called to tj, 
chair, and Jacob Frick, appointed secretary. 

The proceedings of the meeting of the merchans, 
and citizens, held at the Exchange, in relation 4, 
the suspension of specie payments, having hee, 
presented and read, a committee of one officer from 
each bank was appointed to ~~ a preamble an 
resolutions, which were adopted: 

Whereas, under the peculiar circumstanees j) 
which this community finds itself placed by the sys. 
pension of specie payments by our sister city of 
New York, and whereas, in the existing state of the 
balances between the cities which would cause, 
certain abstraction of the chief part of our specie 
basis much of which could never be reclaimed; anj 
whereas, the measure has been recommended by, 
large meeting of citizens, to the proceedings of 
which publicity will be given in the morning~ 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That this meeting recommend a ten. 
porary suspension of specie payments as a measure 
which, however paintul, will be less disastrous to 
the community and institutions of this city and 
county, than a vain attempt to continue Its payment 
for all the obligations of the banks in the present 
state of things. 

Resolved, That in the meantime, the notes of all 


or to , 
Citi. 
£ in. 





page of specie payments of the New York and Bal- 
timore banks reached this city, a general inter- 
change of opinion took place as to the expediency of 
our banks protecting themselves and the city. Popular 
feeling was calin and clear, but very decided, and 
as evening came on and the oceupations of the day 


closed, a general and unanimous move was made. 


towards the exchange. The meeting grew out of 
the exigencies of the times, and we assert it to be 
NO PARTY meeting. It was aclear conviction on 
the part of every one present, that the city must be 
protected and that the interests of the workingmen 


and mechanie must be regarded—To do this ettec- 


_tually no other course presented itself than the one 


UNANIMOUSLY adopted by as large and respectable a 
meeting as we have ever seen assembled in the ex- 


change, and composed of the leading men of al} 


sides. That meeting, as will be seen, ‘‘advise our 
banks if indispensably necessary, to stop specie 


payments’’—not because our specie circulation is 
}inadequate for our wants, but 
quate for the wants of the Atlantic seabord. 


ecause it is inade- 


Let no man be alarmed, the banks are sound, 


solvent and able to pay. Do not part with money 


at a discount, or suffer yourselves to be croaked 

into alarm and fever. 

are advised to suspend specie payments, and re- 

member too that while we are true to ourselves, we 

are safe. Don’t give up the ship.” 
PROCEEDINGS. 

At a very large meeting of the citizens of the 
city and county of Philadelphia, Benjamin W. 
Richards, esq. was called to the chair, and Girard 
Ralston, esq. was appointed secretary. 

On motion, a committee was appointed to draft 
resolutions expressive of the sense of this meeting. 
Whereupon the committee reported the following 
reamble and resolutions, which were UNANT- 

OUSLY ADOPTED. 

Whereas, this meeting has been apprised that 
most of the state banks of our sister cities of New 
York and Baltimore, have refused to redeem their 
paper in gold and silver: and whereas we have also 
been apprised that arrangements are making to 
draw the specie from the vaults of our banks with a 
view to foreign exportation, thereby depriving them 
of the means of redeeming their domestic obligations 
to our own citizens; and whereas every considera- 
tion of prudence and policy ,—every consideration of 
self defence, demands that this calamitous result 
should be averted. Therefore, 

Resolved, That this meeting recommend to the 
different banking institutions of the city and county 
of Philadelphia, if they deem the measure indispen- 
sab:y necessary, to suspend specie payment at pre- 
sent, and untilsuch prudent and precautionary mea- 
sures as a calm consideration at the existing crisis 
requires. 


Remember wuy our banks | 


the banks will be received at the difierent banks as 
| usual in payment of debts and in deposite. 


| SUSPENSION OF BANK CHARTERS. 

The bank commissioners of the state of N. York 
have obtained an injunction to stop the operations 
of three of the banks of Buffalo—the Commercial 
bank of Bufialo, the City bank of Bufialo, and the 
bank of Buffalo—on the ground that each of these 
institutions has violated its charter. The manner 
in which they have violated their charters is not 
stated. But, as will be seen by the notice below, 
the legislature of New York having promptly pass- 
ed an act to protect the holders of the bills of these 
banks, there is no cause for alarm cr sacrifice among 
the holders of them. 

From the Albany Argus of May 6. — 
Comptroller’s office, Albany, May 6, 1837. 

The legislature having this day passed an act giv- 
ing authority for the immediate apptication ot the 
‘moneys belonging to the safety fund, to the redemp- 
| tion of the ordinary bank bills or notes in circulation 
‘of any bank against which an injunction may have 
been issued by the chancellor, and such injunctions 
‘having been granted against the bank of Buiialo, the 
| Commercial Bank of Buflalo, and the City bank « 





| Butfalo—Notice is therefore hereby given, that the 
bills of the above named banks will be received # 
par for all payments at the state treasury. é, 

The colleetors of canal tolls on all the state canals, 
will receive the said bills in payment for tolls, “ 
will make a special deposite of them in the on 
where their deposites ate Kept, given in the w eckly 
abstracts made to tic ec] irelier, the amount [e 
ceived of the bills of each vark. ‘ 

The commissioners having charge oi the loans 
1792 and 1808, on which payinents are made oer 
the present month, will receive the bills of said bau . 
and return them to the treasury, or pay tiem oe 
the Manhattan company as a special deposite, wW * 
received by those commissioners who usually 4 
their deposites with that company. — ste 

Payments for auction and salt duties can bem a 
in the bills of the banks referred to, and will be “ 
ceived as special deposites in the Manhatian co™] 
ny and the Onondaga county bank. hh a 

“The treasury receipts, it is supposed, will 0 sabe 

the bills in active circulation of the three Bul * 
banks in the course of forty days, if an absol 
junction should be issued against them on the ‘alls 
ing before the chancellor. The receipts gt il 
alone for the ten days preceding the 30th o ae 
amounted to $100,000; if therefore the banks er 
the lines of the several canals conclude to pe 
the bills of the Buffalo banks, in payment ol m 
debts, the redemption of them can easily be at , 
ed through the agency of those who are conn 
with business operations on the canals, 
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1f the plan proposed in this notice should not ef- 
fectually protect the bill holders from loss or incon- 
ms ‘ence, such other means as the treasury can 
paced will be resorted to, to effect that object. 
coun A. C. FLAGG, comptroller. 
7 MISSISSIPPI. 
\ letter from Jackson, where the legislature is 
: ow in session, to the editor of the Mobile Register, 
says: 
ga Be propositions are before us, but the one 
most likely to succeed is, to allow all the banks of 
the state to issue post notes, running to maturity at 
twelve months, to be loaned on long time, with 
damages of ten per centum for non-payment. The 


damages are intended to insure punctuality. I} 


think the damages of foreign exchange wiil be taken 
of, and placed on domestic. I think, too, we will 
likely pass a Sew more bank charters, as we have 
neretofore dealt in that article sparingly. One will 
probably be granted for the Chickasaw country of 
two millions; one at Vicksburg of two millions; and 


one at Natchez for four millions!” 





VinGINIA ELECTION. ‘The following is the re- 
sult of the congressional election in Virginia: 

Norfolk district—Francis Mallory (whig) in 
lace of George Loyall (V. B.) 

Southampton district—Francis E. Rives (V. B.) 
in place of Joun Y. Mason (V. B.) elected a judge 
of the general court. 

Powhatan district-—John W. Jones (V. B.) re- 
elected without opposition. 

Brunswick district-—Geo. C. Dromgoole (V. B.) 
re-elected without opposition. 

Charloite district—James W. Bouldin (V. B.) 
re-elected without opposition. 

Halifax districi—Waiter Coles (V. 
elected. 

Franklin district—Arcbibald Stuart of Patrick 


B.) re- 


(V. B.) elected over Nath. H. Claiborne (whig.) 


York district—ilenry A. Wise (whig) re-elected 
vithout organised opposition. 

Henrico district—John Robertson (V.B.) re- 
elected without opposition. 

JAlvemarle districi—James Garland (Y¥. B.) re- 


F clected without opposition. 
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Spoitsylvania districli—John M. Patton (V. B.) 


re-elected without opposition. 


Caroline district—R. M. T. Hunter (whig) elect- 
edin place of John Roane (V. B,) withdrawn, by 
a majority of about 15 votes over Mr. Harwood 


F(V.B.) 


Northern neck district-—John Taliaferro (whig) 


> re-elected. 


Loudoun district—Charles F. Mercer (whig) re- 


E elected. 


Frederick district-—James M. Mason (V. B.) 


; elected in place of col. Edward Lucas, (V. B.) 


' withdrawn. 
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Harrison districc—Joseph Johnson (V. B.) re- 


| elected. 


Monongalia districi—William 8. Morgan (V. B.) 
re-elected without opposition. 
Rockingham district —J. S. Pennybacker (V. B.) 


elected in place of Janes H. Beale, (V. B.) with- 


drawn. 
Rockbridge distric-—Robert Craig (V. B.) re- 


» elected, 


Kanawha distaict— Andrew Beirne (V.B.) elect- 
ed in place of Wm. McComas, (whig) with- 
Grawn, 

Wash ington district 
re-elected, 

,_ Recupitulation. Parties stand as they did in the 
sant coucrees, viz: 15 Van Buren to 6 whigs. The 
‘an Buren party have Jost one representative in the 
Caroline district, in consequence of a split. There 





George W. Hopkins (V.B.) 


} “te 4 hew members in the next congress. 





PROPOSED DINNER TO GENERAL Scotr. Ata 


meeting on the 5th instant of the subscribers to the 
“ler proposed to be given to general Scott,in the 
city of New York, Cornelius W. Lawrence being 
called to the chair, and James G. King named as 
secretary, the following letter from general Scott 
vit3 read: 
4 Wew York, May 5, 1837. 

Gentlemen: Early last month I accepted the in- 


Vitati aphi; : : 
PVitation to a public dinner which you and other 


Ping did me the honor to tender me. Ina few 
eeame er assments of this great emporium 
hight oe that I begged that the compliment 
mr on kin eee, postponed. You, however, 
Reb nie inc as to hold me to my engagement, 
nel waa a day for the meeting, which is now 
Negba cil In the mean time, the difficulties in 

commercial world have gone on augmenting, 
many of my friends and friends’ friends, here 


Gnd elsewhere ha- 
“| elsewhe re, have been whelmed under the gene- 
Catamity of the times. 








i tle, &e. 





Feeling deeply for the losses and anxieties of all, 
no public honor could now be enjoyed by me. I 


must, therefore, under the circumstances, positively, | 
but most respectfully, withdraw my acceptance of | 


your invitation. I have the honor to remain, gen- 

tlemen, with the greatest esteem, your friend and 

servant, WINFIELD Scort. 

To Messrs. Philip Hone, Cornelius W. Lawrence, 
Aug. Fleming, Charles King, Daniel Jackson, 
Charles A. Davis, Jacob P. Jiraud, J. W. Webb, 
Wm. M. Price, Edward Curtis. 


Whereupon it was Resolved, That in the above 
decision of general Scott to withdraw, for the rea- 
sons assigned, his acceptance to the public dinner 
designed to testify to him our high appreciation 
both of his private and public character, we find 
new evidence of-his sympathy with all that regards 
the public welfare, and of his habitual oblivion of 
self, where the feelings and interests of others are 
concerned. 

Resolved, That we rejoice with the joy of friends 
in the result, so honorable to general Scott, of the 
recent court of inquiry instituted to investigate his 
military conduct as commander-in-chief in Alaba- 
ma and Florida, and that the president of the Unit- 
ed States, in approving their proceedings, acted in 
gratifying unison with the general sentiment of the 
nation. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
transmitted by the chairman to general Scott, and 
that they, together with the letter of that officer, be 
published. 

Cornetius W. LAWRENCE, chairman. 

James G. King, secretary. 





From Fronripa. The Mobile Register of the 
2d inst. says, that the United States transport 
schooner Motto, capt. Armstrong, arrived at Pensa- 
cola on the 28th April, from Tampa Bay, from 
which place she sailed on the preceding Saturday, 
the 22d. The principal chiefs of the Seminoles, 
Micanopy, Jumper, Cloud, &c. was still there.— 
The other Indians were coming in slowly. They 
however, generally come in without their arms and 
go away avain under pretence of hunting their cat- 
It was understood before the Motto sail- 
ed, that Oceola had sent word that if he could be 
assured that Jumper had signed the treaty, he 
would come in. The probability at present is, that 
general Jesup will not be able to embark the In- 
dians before the 10th of next month, if so early. 

Extract of a letter from a lieutenant in the army, 
dated «Fort Drane, April 11: Jesup has moved to 
Tampa Bay, fifty miles from this. The war is 
ended unquestionably. The Indians are coming in 
rapidly—upwards of 1,000 at Tampa, ready to em- 
bark. There are in the nation 1,680 warriors: the 
world estimated them at from five to eight hundred. 


| Their estimation of every thing here is in a wide 


proportion. 

Another letter, dated at Black Creek, April 27, 
says: ‘The Indians are coming in as fast as can be 
expected, and I am fully satisfied that all is going 
on admirably. Large numbers of cattle, horses, 
&e. have been brought in, and bought by the quar- 
termaster’s department. The order of the Sth in- 
stant, (gen. Jesup’s), which appears to have caus- 


ed some excitement, was highly necessary; and of 


this I was enabled to jndge from being on the spot. 
Gen. Jesup deserves great credit for the manner he 
has conducted the campaign, and has acted through- 
out with the greatest delicacy and diseretion. The 
Floridians ought, of all others, to thank him.” 





Mexico. We publish this week a letter from 
Jose Maria Ortiz Monasterio, minister of foreign 
affairs of Mexico, to the secretary of state of the 
United States, complaining, in strong terms, of the 
appointment of a minister from this government to 
Texas; see page 168, 

By the last advices from Mexico, we learn that 


Bustamente had been elected president, and that he | 


was to have been inaugurated on the 19th ult. It 
is stated that Pedraza will be appointed to the war 
department, Lebrije to that of finance, and Canedo, 
now in Lima, or St. Maria, now in Paris or Ma- 
drid, to that of foreign affairs. 

The terms of the Joan of two millions of dollars 
which had been contracted with the house of Rubio 
(Lizardia) and others, had been rejected by the 
council of government, and it was, in consequence, 
said the expedition against Texas would be given 
up and the Mexican squadron recalled from the 
Texian coast, which however, is not the fact. 

The Censor of Vera Cruz contains the statement 
of Santa Ana in relation to his campaign in Texas, 
with many documents in confirmation. He adinits, 
that when attacked at San Jacinto, he himself was 
asleep. General Cas'*rillon, who was killed and 
whose bravery he eulogises, he says, was making 


i was killed. 


his toilet and the others were amusing themselves. 
The dead are those whom he chiefly censures. 

The docuinents published here in relation to the 
claims of our citizenson Mexico are also translated. 
They seem to have created little sensation, and are 
treated by the newspapers with ridicule. 





CapTurE OF A MEXICAN BRIG OF WAR. The 
schooner Climax, wuich arrived at New Orleans 
from Pensacola on the 4th inst. whence she sailed 
on the 25th of March, reports that she arrived off 
the bar of the Brassos St. Jago,on the 8th April, 
was boarded by a Mexican pilot, and informed that 
she must remain at anchor until further orders from 
the shore without attempting to land any spon on 
board, promising at the same time that he would 
take her over the Bar on the day following. She 
remained until the 10th, when a boat from the Mex- 
ican armed schooner Bravo came off to ascertain 
if any white lead was on board, but being answered 
in the negative, the boat returned to shore. Cn 
the 12th, a message was sent of) shore by the U. &. 
sloop of war Natchez, demanding the release of the 
American schooner Champion, and if refused, the 
Mexican armed brig, formerly the Farmer, then at 
anchor off the bar, shouid pay the forfeit; but the 
commandant of the port returned answer that the 
Ciampion could not be released, and ordered the off. - 
cers of the boat on board with a message to the com- 
mander of the sloop of war to get under way and 
leave the coast immediately. 

The Natchez remained at anchor until the 15th, 

when she despatched a note to the Mexican brig of 
war, ordering her colers to be hauled down, which 
was positively refused to be complied with unless 
fired into. The U.S. sloop of war immediately 
fired a shot over the brig, when she struck her 
colors and was taken possession of by the Natchez. 
The Mexican fort and the armed schooner Bravo 
immediately opened a heavy cannonading upon the 
Climax and sloop of war, which was continued 
some time without however, doing any injury, ex- 
cept by one 13 lbs. shot, which struck the C. passed 
through her deck into the larbord bow, starting a 
butt which caused her to make water three feet per 
hour. She then succeeded in making sail and draw- 
ing a piece of canvas over the leak hole, hauled oif 
and placed herself under the protection of the Nat- 
chez. 
The U. S. sloop of war remained off the bar until 
the 18th ult. when her commander made another 
demand for the release of the schooner Champion, 
but no answer being returned, the Mexican brig 
was ordered to Pensacola with a prize crew on 
board, got under way in company with the Climax 
and proceeded to the westward, leaving the Ameri- 
can schooners Leonidas, [detained] Champion and 
Julius Cesar, [captured] and three others, whose 
fates were unknown. 

From Texas. The New Orleans correspondent 
of the New York Courier, under date of April 25th, 
corroborates, as far as his letter goes, the informa- 
tion which we have already published from our 
correspondent in New Orleans [ Nat. Int. 

“The recent accounts received from Texas, by 
the schooners] Wim. Bryant and Louisiana, are any 
thing bui satisfactory. From a perusal of the Tex- 
ian papers, I gather that the appearance of the 
Mexican fleet on the shores of the republic, the 
capture of the schoon@gg Champion, Vigilant and 
Louisiana, together with the unexpected eppearance 
of a foraging party of one hundred Mexican cavalry 
on this side of the Rio Bravo, and not far from San 
Antonio de Bexar, has spread general alarm throuvgh- 
out the setilements, in consequence of which many visi- 
ters were fast leaving the country. About twenty of 
them arrived on board the William Bryant. I must 
here repeat, that I do not yet sce any serious cause 


for alarm.”’ 


The following additional confirmation of the ad- 
'vance of the Mexican army, from an official source, 
we find in the Richmond Whig: 

To the editors of the Richmond Whig. | 

Pay department, Texas, April 5, 1837. 

Gentlemen: I send you enclosed a paper of the 
latest date. The enemy there spoken of is coming. 
The Mexican fleet is now off the coast, and we are 
blockaded in fact; the fleet consists of some seven 

or eight vessels, amongst them three brigs. Deaf 
Smith, our “Harvey Birch,” has just come in, and 
‘states that he engaged one hundred of the enemy 
near Lorado—he killed twenty.* He had with him 
twenty-one men, one was wounded in the engage- 
ment; the enemy fled in great terror apparently. 














————— 





*This is, in all probability, the skirmish referred 
‘to by our New Orleans correspondent, in which 


-SALoFSKY, a Polish officer in the service of Texas, 
| [ Nat. Int. 
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The Indians are also very troublesome. Our little 
navy, together with a steamboat and one or two trans- 
ports, will very ager! have an engagement in a 
day or two, as the secretary of the navy has gone 
in person tocommand. You shall be kept advised 
of this compaign as it proceeds. J W.Scorr. 
The heroes of the Alamo. The remains of these 
brave men have been gathered, and placed in a cof- 
fin neatly covered with black, and having the names 
of Travis, Bowie and Crockett, engraved on the in- 
side of the lid, and carried to Bejar, where they 
were interred with military honors, The follow- 
ing eloquent address was delivered by col. John N. 
Senguin of the Texian army on the occasion: 
CoMPANIONS IN ARMS! These hallowed relics 
which we have now the melancholy task of bearing 
onward to consign to their kindred earth, are all 
that remain of those heroic men who so nobly fell 
valiantly defending yon towers of the Alamo! If 
they, my brave associates, preterred rather to die a 
thousand times, than basely to bow down under the 
vile yoke of tyranny, what a brillant, what an illus- 
trious example have they bequeathed to us! How 
worthy to illumine with unchanging splendor the 
glowing pages of history! Even now the genius of 
liberty is looking down from her lofty seat, smiling 
with approbation upon our proceedings, and calling 
us in the names of our departed brethren, Travis, 
Bowie, Crockett, and their iron hearted band—bids 
us, in imitating their mighty deeds, to secure like 
them, a mighty place upon the scroll of immortali- 
v- Since, then, soldiers and fellow citizens, un- 
ying fame is the glorious reward of those who fall 
in this noble contest, cheerfully will I encounter the 
most formidable dangers which fortune can crowd 
in the path of glory, in that noble attempt to 
achieve my country’s independence, or regardless 
of whatever indignity the brutal ferocity of my 
enemies may offer to my lifeless body, joyfully 
perish on the field of battle, shouting the war cry 
of these heroes: God and liberty, victory or death. 





NAvAt. The United States ship John Adams, 
S. H. Stringham, esq. commander, arrived at New 
York on Friday afternoon the 5th instant. She 
left Mahon on the 6th March, touched at and sailed 
fron Gibraltar on the 17th; touched at and sailed 
from St. Thomas the 24th April. Officers and crew 
all well. Left at Mahon. the Constitution, captain 
Boerum, (flag of com. Elliott), United States, capt. 
Wilkinson, schooner Shark, lieut. com. J. F. Pear- 
son. 

List of officers. S. H. Stringham, commander. 
Cadwallader Ringold, Ist lieut. J. S. Sterrett, 2d 
do. C. W. Chauncey, 3d do. W. P. Griffin, acting 
4th do. J.B. Malehand, passed midshipman, act- 
ing master. B. R. Tenslar, surgeon. D. M. F. 
Thornton, purser, J. E. Brown, passed midship- 
man. Midshipmen—S. F. F. Blunt, M. C. Marin, 
C. R. Howard, J. S. Guthrie, F. A. Bacon, W. 
Brinckerhoff, J. E. Duncan, H. L. Chipman, W. 
C. Brashears, S. Smith. 

Passengers, (invalids)—lient. Hurst, late master 


1832, will assemble at Page’s hotel, in Baltimore, 
on Monday, the 22d instant, and will be composed 
of the following officers—com. Jas. Biddle, presi- 
dent; com. M. J. Woolsey, capts. Geo. C. Read, 
Joseph J. Nicholsen and David Connor. The ma- 
thematical examiners are Edward C. Ward and 
P. J. Rodriguez. 





THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION We have been 
favored, by the gentleman, to whom it was written, 
with permission to publish the following letter from 
an intelligent gentleman who will accompany com- 
modore Jones on thg South Sea expedition: 
[ Nat. Int. 
Hampton Roads, May 7, 1837. 

My dear sir: Our little squadron, consisting of 
the auxiliary vessels of the surveying and exploring 
expedition, are at anchor in these roads. The 
sigt:al is displayed that “the fleet is under sailing 
orders,’” and we are momentarily expecting to get 
under way. I cannot say much for the appearance 
of the squadron. Our flag ship, the Rertrer, which 
bears the broad pendant of commedore Jones, is 
certainly a fine ship, as gallant and noble in her 
bearing as one of our sloops of war; but the others, 
whatever may be their good qualities, have but 
little personal beauty torecommendthem. You no 
doubt recollect that the ProngEr, one of the two 
barques built at the north last summer for the ex- 
pedition, was the vessel which conveyed general 
Santa Awa, the president of Mexico, to Vera 
Cruz, in January last. Upon her return, captain 
TATNALL (than whom, by the by, there is not a 
better seaman or more accomplished officer in the 
navy) made rather unfavorable reports of her sail- 
ing qualities; so much so, indeed, that, a survey 
being lately held, the present cruise was directed 
to be made, in order to test the qualities of all the 
auxiliary vessels, and to ascertain, as far as possible 
their fitness and capability to meet the dangers of 


on the yards, ready to let fall the sails; the 
at the helm; the first lieutenant stands on 
ter deck, with trumpet in hand; the next 
and the word may be given—we shall soo 
der sail 
‘«<O’er the glad waters of the dark blue seq » 

The boat which is to take our letters is jnst gh, 
to put off; I have only time to say farewell, an, : 
that word, to wish you a speedy recovery, a reston. 
ation to health, and the enjoyment of every hap : 
ness. Yours, truly. Ph 


Pilot jg 
the quar. 
Moment, 
n be Un. 





Mr. Cass. A letter from Paris in the New Ex 
press says, among other things, that Mr. Minis. 
Cass has gone to Constantinople for six moni}, 
He left, or was to leave Paris on the Ist of Anil 
for Toulon, where an American frigate was to }, 
ready for bim on his arrival, A negotiation fo; , 
commercial treaty, or for an island in the Archipe. 
lago, was talked of among the quid nunes of Pay, 
as the purpose of this diplomatic movement. 
The same letter contains the following paragray), 
«Our last advices from Constantinople are of tig 
23d ult. A naval college was then building on th, 
island of Cathy, near that capital, which will jy 
sufficiently large to contain 500 pupils. The latte, 
are to be chosen among the sons of the first farnilicg 
of Turkey, and their naval instruction committe 
to some of the American officers shortly expecte 
in Constantinople. The other officers are to be jp. 
vested with the command of schooners and brigs, 
which are to be constantly out of port for the pur. 
pose of exercising and forming the crews. Thos 
officers, it was believed, would be in Constantinople 
before two months, three months having now elapsed 
since commodore Porter, the American envoy, hai 
applied to his government on the subject, at tle 
request of the grand admiral, Achmet Pacha.” 





New BANK. On Wednesday night, four persons 





the ice-bound regions of the polar seas. As a sea 
boat in stormy weather, and on ocean water, the 
PIonEER is highly approved; but, in light winds 
and short head seas, she answered her helm so 
poorly, and pitched so much, as to be greatly com- 
plained of. The Consort, the other barque, was 
originally as like the PronEER as a twin sister; but 
she has undergone some change, in order to ascer- 
tain what effect certain alterations in her stowage 
and masting may have on her working and sail- 
ing. The Pronrer goes out in her original trim, 
with a stock of provisions equak to fifteen menths’ 
supply for her complement of men, which is sixty- 
tree, all told. She is divested of the extra orna- 
ment of four guns and thirty men, which was put cn 


which, it is thought by many, materially operated 
to produce the effects complained of. Atallevents, 
this experimental cruise is judicious, and afiords 
evidence of a disposition to make the expedition 
efficient. This is as it should he, for public atten- 
tion, both at home and abroad, has been too much 
awakened, to suffer any abatement now in proper 


of frigate United States; lient. Jabez C. Rich, of|and timely exertion. Every thing should be done 





marines, Constitution; J. W. Revere, passed inid- 
shipmen, of do. lieut. H. Wescott, (invalid), late 
of frigate United States, died six days out from 
Gibraltar. 

The United States schooner Relief lieut. com. 
Dornin, bearing the broad pendant of com. Jones: 
barques Pioneers, lieut. com. Tatnall: Consort. lient. 
coin. Glynn and schooner Pilot, lieut. com. Morris, 
of the exploring expedition, will sail on an expe- 
rimental cruize in the course of afew days. They 
are bound to the southward, and will probably 
touch at Charleston—they will be absent three or 
four weeks. The Consort has dropped down to 
Hampton roads. Com. Jones will accompany the 
expedition. 

A letter from an officer on board the United 
States ship North Carolina 74, to a friend in Phila- 
delphia, dated at the harbor of Rio Janeiro, March 
16, 1837, says: 

«‘We arrived here about two weeks ago, all well, 
and I do not believe we shall sail azain before the 


at present. But the Erie, com. Renshaw, is ex- 
pected daily. 


lieve her. 


a Sardinian frigate, and plenty of Brazilian men-of- | over the very elements. 


war.” 


The arrival of the United States frigate Potomac, 





to send forth the expedition in a manner worthy of 
| 2 
‘the country, and commensurate with the great 


scientific and mercantile objects sought to be ob- | 


'tained. The expedition has been approved by the 
people of the states generally, as well in the inte- 
rior as on the seaboard, and all that is now neces- 
sary is, to carry into effect the liberal spirit with 
|which it was authorised by congress. I have no 
doubt this will be done. But I will dwell upon the 
subject no further. We had a slight fall of rain 


board of her for the protection of Santa ANA, and | 


were arrested at a boarding house in Courtland 
| street, on suspicion of being counterfeiters. It ap. 
peared that about a week ago the genilemen loca. 
'ted themselves in the attick, where they wer 
‘busily employed striking off bank bills, purporting 
to be on the Ottowa bank of Montreal. The sus. 
picions of the landlady being excited, she gave in- 
‘formation to a magistrate. A posse of officers wer 
‘forthwith despatched to seize both persons an 
papers. A great number of bills of the above bank 
'were discovered. They were elegantly executed, 
| and were drawn for various sums from $5 to $10,000, 
On their examination, the gentlemen were very 
‘indignant at being deprived of their liberty. They 
‘assured the magistrate that they had formed thew: 
‘selves into a regular banking concern, to be calle’ 
‘the Ottawa bank, and that it was their intention 
| carry on business under the above designation. As 
'areason for printing their bills in this city, they 


isaid they could get them done much cheaper tha 


‘in Canada. Upwards of $20,060 bills were rea‘y 
for circulation and about $800 in silver was four 
‘among their effects. The first said he was cliree: 
.|tor—the second had been appointed presiden'- 
‘the third was cashier, and the fourth claimed 
|be a stockholder to a large amount. As If cot! 
‘not be shewn that they had violated any low, i! 
thus starting a new bank, they were discharged. 

[New York Times. 





GREAT NATURAL cuRIosITY. Professor Em 
‘mous, in his report on the geology of the northen 
counties of New York, thus describes the appt 
ance of a great curiosity in that state: 





last night, and some gusty squalls; but the sun rose ; 


beautifully this morning, and now gleams brightly | 
It is a perfect calm, 
and not a single ripple breaks upon the white sand | 
beach which horizons our roadstead; there is not 
air enough stirring even to display ‘the stars and 


on the blue waters around us. 


| « ‘The Notch,’ about five miles from the we 
'works at Newcomb is next to the falls of Niagar 
‘the greatest natural curiosity in the state, ane” 
well worth a visit from the lovers of magnifice! 
scenery. Itis an immense gorge of chasm wa 


i se high mountains. \! 
stripes” from the flag staff on the battlements of | 98 4 passage through these high 


waters with such distinctness as to g 





| 





Nicholson, at Rio Janeiro from the Mediterranean | to weigh.’ Orders are rapidly, but distinetly given 


is stated in a Rio Janeiro price current of January | on each of our vessels, the boatswain’s shrill whistle 


21; date not given. 


fortress Monroe, distance only two or three miles; 
and our vessel is mirrored in the smooth, clear : 32 
ive not only | and on the other side a steep mountain attains 


“« i ; her outlines, but her very portraiture, with all the 
25th. There is no other American man-of-war here | minute tracery of her spars. But yonder is a thing 


Renshk of life: it is a beautiful steamer. How gallantly she heine go near each olté 
There is an English frigate in the |is bearing down—dashing aside the blue waters | te? north, the two streams being so nei 


harbor, and a seventy-four is expected soon to re- | with her glowing prow—flinging the glittering at these sources that during fres 
There was another English frigate. the | spray high in air, and leaving along white wake, a eae at measure 
Cleopatra, eaptain Gray, but she sailed yesterday. | whose snowy foam sparkles with a rainbow beauty. professor, are eer wre ~d rer cdeaareniel 
. . - eo? . “ pa as ° ! " 2) — S atl» 
She is going round Cape Horn, to the same station | But, as the stranger comes in her pride and beauty, feet wide, and 35 feet hig = net i and is om 
as ourselves. There is also a French sloop of war, |she seems to have exercised a magical influence | form, and will weigh about 5,600 tons, an 
1 The pendant at the mast 
head begins to flutter—the breeze is coming. Even Bex~ be 
. » are : vor have opperated in former times. 
while I write, a signal goes alost: it is to “prepare PP 


one side a precipice of solid rock rises pee 
dicularly by measurement, from 10 to 1200 1 


, +h 
elevation of 5,000 feet—the north branch er 
Hudson, and the south branch of the Au Sable,' 7 
rise in this gorge, the former flowing south, the # 


., niet 
hets their wa" 
: ; ’ . s ] 
mingle. Even the fragaments of rock, sav be 


ur in 


. g frou 
one among hundreds of the same size. It yer 


facts like these that we learn what mighty! 





pe py Wrsco 
OPENING OF A VAST LEAD MINE JU 


. ei pit 
"wa ‘calls promptly to dnty; the officers and crew are at/ SIN TERRITORY. The Tazewell (Illinois) “tid 
The board for the examination of midshipmen, | their several stations—some are at the windlass 


graph, printed at Peking, gives a very interes! 


> 





: p Ih 
whose warrants bear date prior to the 1st January, | ready to heave the anchor; others are stretching out! account of a great excavation made for lead ©" 
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at me, one of which took effect upon my head, and 


Me months of imprisonment I am again at liberty, 


} 'ropean population of Madras has presented a 
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in eritOry, under the enterprising proprie- 
ee Kirkpatrick. It is 4 feet wide and 6 deep 
a“! oh solid rock—runs near half a mile, and has 
—s ears completing. Its greatest depth is 60 
agro it runs under the Pickatolik river, a tri- 
we of the rock, and 25 miles only above steam- 
batty avigation. This work, which cost $10,000 
. erformed entirely by candle light. The ore js 
he Paustible and some of the veins 12 feet thick. 
ig Kirkpatrick has already raised 600,000 Ibs. 
whieh at $25 a 1,000 lbs. exceeds the cost of work 

25.900. Mr. Kirkpatrick commenced this un- 
takeing from the suggestions of the Indians, and 
“ his own observation which led him to believe 
that the bodies of ore increased in dimensions as 
they increased in depth, and that the veins seemed 
to have a tendency to run under the water courses 
in that part of the mining region. 

















Crime AND conTRoL. The chaplain of the 
Connecticut prison, in his last report, says: 

«One-half of those committed to this prison, last 
year, were deprived of parental control before they 
were 15 years old; 40 out of 66 lived roving lives. 
Away from home they were exposed to peculiar 
temptations to do evil, and being without control, 
and free to choose whatever employment suited 
them best, they generally engaged in such business 
as caused least uneasiness to the body, and the 
hizhest flow of animal spirits by day, and left them 
at liberty and in a mood for carousing at night.— 
Out of 66, 40 had no wives, 15 bad been sailors, 4 
are foreigners, 26 from the other states, and 67 fol- 
lowed no regular trade.” 

The chaplain of the prison at Auburn, in his last 
report says: ; 

«Of 228 convicts received last year, 154 lost or 
Jeft their parents before they were 21 years of age; 


121 before they were 17; 77 before they were 14, 


and 38 before they were 10 years of age. 20 had 


‘been soldiers, 27 sailors, 71 had followed the ca- 


nals, 82 had b2en gamblers, and 84 had intempe- 
rate parents, who may not be supposed to have ex- 
ereised much control over their children.’? Page 1S. 

The warden of the new penitentiary of Philadel- 
phia, in his last report, says: 

“Of 217 prisoners received during the last year, 
1835, 60 were bound, and served until they were 
21 years of age; 60 were bound, and left their mas- 
ters, and 97 were never apprenticed.” Page 9. 





YounG BoNAPARTE AND THE PoPr. The Cou- 
rier des Etats Unis of Saturday morning contains a 


S letter, of which the subjoined is in substance a 
translation, addressed to the editor by the prince 
| Pierre Napoleon Bonaparte, son of the Prince de 


Canino, who arrived in the city of New York, a 


few days after his cousin, prince Louis Napoleon: 


New York, 5 May, 1837. 
Monsieur Editor: While confined in the dungeon 
of St. Angelo, I had not the power to rebut the 
calamnies of which I have been the object; now 


} that my feet are on a soil of liberty, I hold it a duty 
» (0 explain to my countrymen the infamous outrage 


of which I was the victim. ’ e * The 
papal government, uneasy at seeing me traverse, 
with my brother, the plains of Roma, in the enjoy- 


ment of the chase, conceived the design of arresting 


ine; but the agents of the holy father dared not meet 
me face to face. One day asI was passing through 
the village of Canino, on a hunting excursion, an of- 
ficer of gend’ armerie accosted mein a friendly 
manner; he was conversing familiarly with me, 
When of a sudden some thirty soldiers appeared from 
the adjoining streets, and one of them presented a 
pistol at me; it missed fire, and with my couteau- 
de-chasse [| gave him a serious wound. The of- 
ficer had raised his hand to cut me down, but I 
laid him dead upon the ground, and disabled another | 
soldier; the others drew back and fired several shots | 
I fell; as I lay upon the ground, I received several 

ayonet wounds. In this condition, and bound, I 
Was dragged to the castle of St. Angelo. But for 
the Wound which stunned me, I would have put 
‘em to flight or died, like a Frenchinan and a sol- | 
Cer, defending myself to the last. I was tried by a 
Sp2cial tribunal; my sentenc#was decreed before- 
rm the court of Rome sought to wreak upon me 

le hatred it bears my race. I should have under- 
Of imy eeominious death, but for the intervention 
" mie mre and particalarly of cardinal Fesch, who 
sails ed strongly to the pope the abominable 
that ct of his agents. ‘lhe pop» himself confessed 

at he had been deceived by false reports. After 


and my first care is to defend my honor. 





. Bririsy REVENUE FROM HEATHEN Inp1A. The 


M@morij 


the company, 37 missionaries, and 152 civil and 
military officers, which enumerates as grievances, 
1. That the Christian, civil and military servants of 
the government are required to attend heathen and 
Mahommedan religious festivals for purposes of 
respect. 2. That they are required to present offer- 
ings and do homage to idols. 3. That the impure 
and degrading services of the pagoda are carried on 
under the government, and the revenues and en- 
dowments of the pagodas and mosques are vested in 


wae 


NEW YORK COMMITTEE. 

A large meeting was held at Masonic Hall, New 
York, on Monday evening last, to receive the re- 
ort of the committee appointed to proceed to Wash- 
ington and present the remonstrance of the mer- 
chants of N. York, on motion of Shepherd Knapp, 
Philip Hone, esq. was appointed president, and the 
following gentlemen appointed vice presidents:— 
Nathan’! Weed, Shepherd Knapp, Thomas Tileston, 
George S. Robbins, Benjamin Loder, Charles Hal- 
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idols are done under the orders, and with the con- 
currence of Christian functionaries. 4. That the 
British troops fire salutes in honor of these idola- 
rous and Mahommedan ceremonies even on the 
Sabbath, and that Christians are often thus compel- 
led to take part in unholy superstitions. 5. That 
Protestant soldiers, members of the church of Eng- 
land, have been required to be present at them. 
The petitioners say these outrages bring disgrace 
on the Christian religion, and they pray to have the 
same toleration allowed them as to the natives. 
The bishop transmitted the memorial to the governor 
and fully concurredin it. The secret of this is, that 
the government, by favoring the native worship, 
obtain a revenue from their heathen subjects! The 
East India company, so far as they receive pecu- 
niary advantages for this regulation, renounce any 
further participation in it. Lord Bentick found 
no difficulty in stopping the effusion of human 
blood in these ceremonies. Such developments as 
the above make us exclaim, indeed, “there are 
more things, Horatio, in heaven, and earth, than 
are dreamt of in thy philosophy.” 








Frres tn Lonpon. Of 564 fires which occur- | 
red in and around London during the last year, the 
following are the causes, as far as the same could 
be ascertained by diligent inquiries made by the 
firemen immediately after the occurrences: 
Accidents of various kinds, scarcely avoidable, 
11; apparel taking fire on the person, 2; bed cur- 
tains set on fire by accident, 71; accidents with 
candles, 57; cases of palpable carelessness, 18; 
charcoal fires, portable, 2; children playing with 
fire, 6; fires kindled on hearths, 5; defective or foul 


flues and chimneys, 72; fumigation, 9; sundry gas | 











wee 
accidents, for the most part occurring from gas fit- 


ters during the progress of repairs, 38; gunpowder, 
1; heating of hay, lime, &c. 7; sparks from lamps, 
2; linen incautiously hung before fires, 31; ovens 
overheated, 6: loose shavings ignited, 13; sparks 
from fire, 7; defective setting of stoves, &c. 28; ap- 
plication of fire heat to various purposes of trades 
and manufactures, 31; tobacco smoking, 1; un- 
known, 96; wilful, 8; window curtains catching 
fire, 35. 





them, and that all the disgusting ceremonies to the | sey, 


M. D. Benjamin, John W. Leavitt; Stephen 


| Crocker and Thomas Denny were appointed secre- 


taries. 


Isaac S. Hone, esq. then read the report of the 
committee as follows: 

Report of the committee appointed at the meeting of 
merchants, at Masonic Hall, on the 25th of April, 
1837. 

This committee having been convened upon the 
day after its appointment, we ascertained that a 
large majority of our number could not leave the 
city without serious inconvenience and loss, and we 
therefore appointed a sub-committee of fifteen to 
repair to Washington, and present to the executive 
the remonstrance of the merchants of New York. 
In the interval between the nomination of this com- 
mittee, and the day fixed for its departure, several 
of the members found that the increasing difficulties 
by which they were surrounded, made their pre- 
sence at home indispensable; and accordingly only 
nine were able to enter upon the duty with which 
we were originally charged. 

These gentlemen reached the capital on the even- 
ing of the 2d inst. and on the following morning 
their chairman addressed the following note to the 
president: 

To Martin Van Buren, president of the U. States: 
Srr: I have the honor to inform you that a com- 

mittee has been appointed by a meeting of the mer- 

chants of New York, for the purpose of addressing 
the executive upon the present distressed condition 
of that city. 

In behalf of that committee I respectfully request 
an audience at as early an hour as your convenience 
will permit. With profound respect, your most ob’t 
serv’t, ISAAC S. HONE, chairman. 

Gadsby’s Hotel, May 3, 9 o'clock. 


The reply to this note was as follows: 
Washington, May 3, 1837. 

Sir: I have received your letter, informing ine 
that a committee had been PA Syn y by a meeting 
of the merchants of New York, for the purpose of 
addressing me upon the present distressed condi- 
tion of that city, and requesting an audience at as 
early an hour as my convenience will admit. 


I will receive the committee at two o’clock to- 





The number of fires, where one or more buildings 


were seriously damaged, 134; where slightly da- 
maged 397. The total number of buildings damaged 
by fire during the year is estimated at 794. 

The state as to insurances of the houses in which 
the 564 distinct fires originated are ascertained to 


be as under: 
Insurances of building and contents 169 
On the building only 73 
On the contents only 104 
Neither insured 218 
Total 554 


Unwrovent steet. The progress of this par- 
ticular branch of British trade may be understood 
from the following statement of exportation from 
England in each year from 1815, (the year succeed- 
ing the late war). The principal market for this 





‘article will be found to be the United States of 


day, and will, at that, or at any other time more 


were totally destroyed, was 33; where one or more | agreeable to them, be pleased to receive any com- 


munication which they may desire to present to 
‘me. To avoid the misapprehensions to which oral 
‘communications are liable, and also to avoid the 
errors which, with the best intentions, are so apt to 
eccur, on both sides, in giving accounts of such in- 
_terviews, I think it most proper that the representa- 
‘tion of the committee be made in writing. In that 
'form, I shall be happy to receive it, and when so 
received, it shall be respectfully considered, and 
‘answered in the same manner. I am, sir, very re- 
_spectfully, your ob’t serv’t, M. VAN BUREN. 

| To Isaac S. Hone, esq. chairman, &c. 


| To which this answer was given: 

Washington city, May 3, 1837. 

| To Martin Van Buren, president of the U. States: 
Str: I have the honor to inform you, that the 

committee will wait upon you at 2 o’clock, and 

‘present a written communication, in accordance 

with the suggestion expressed in your note. I 
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al to the governor signed by 14 chaplains of 


| America. 
To allthe world. Tothe U. States. 
1815 1,221 tons. 474 
1816 917 497 
1817 475 249 
1818 FOA 224 
1819 494 124 
1820 326 85 
1821 515 274 
1822 564 288 
1823 479 233 
1824 570 173 
1825 533 130 
1826 472 137 
1827 535 227 
18238 917 518 
1829 714 330 
1830 832 $97 
1831 1,207 852 
1532 1,112 686 
1833 1,587 970 
1834 1,709 1,099 
[N. Y. Gazette. 


have the honor to be, your most ob’t servant, 
ISAAC 8S. HONE, chairman. 


At the appointed time, they pe weqpao them- 
selves, were courteously received by the president, 
with whom they found the secretaries of the state 
and treasury departments, and read the following 
address: 
To Martin Van Buren, president of the U. States: 
Str: We have the honor of informing you that a 
very numerous meeting of the merchants of New 
York was held on the 25th of April, for the purpose 
of considering the present distressed condition of 
the city, and deliberating upon the means of relief. 
It was called by more than three hundred firms, and 
attended by a large proportion of those merchants 
who are connected with the internal trade of the 
country, and who have an especial and direct in- 
terest in the state of domestic exchanges. 


A committee was appointed to repair to Wash- 
ington, and remonstrate with the executive against 
the continuance of the specie circular, and to urge 
its immediate repeal; also, to ask that instractions 
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may be given to prevent the commencing of suits | 
in any of the collection districts, upon unpaid 
bonds, until after the first day of January next: 
and to urge upon the exeeutive the propriety of 
calling an extra session of congress at as early a 
day as possible. 

in obedience, sir, to these instructions, we pre- 
sent ourselves before you, and ask your deep and 
solemn attention to the unhappy condition of that 
city which has hitherto been the promoter and the 
index of our national prosperity, and whose fall 
will include the ruin of thousands in every region 
of our territory. We do not tell a fictitious tale of 
woe; we have no selfish or partisan views to sustain, 
when we assure you that the noble city which we 
represent, lies prostrate in despair, its credit blight- 
ed, its industry paralized, and without a hope beam- 
ing through the darkness of the future, unless the 

overnment of our couniry can be induced to re- 
linquish the measures to which we attribute our 
distress. We fully appreciate the respect which is 
due to our chief magistrate, and disclaim every at- 
tention inconsistent with that feeling; but we speak 
in behalf of a community which trembles upon the 
brink of ruin, which deems itself an adequate 
judge of all questions connected with the trade and 
currency of the country, and believes that the polli- 
cy adopted by the recent administration, and sus- 
tained by the present, is founded in error, and 
threatens the destruction of every department of 
industry. 

Our merchants, manufacturers and mechanics, 
have repeatedly predicted the fatal issue of that po- 
licy. ‘*What was prophecy, has now become his- 
tory;” and the reality far exceeds our most gloomy 
apprehensions. Under a deep impression of the 
propriety of confining our declarations within mo- 
derate limits, we affirm that the value of our real 
estate has, within the last six months, depreciated 
more than forty millions: that within the last two 
months, there have been more than two hundred 
and fifty failures of houses engaged in extensive 
business: that within the same period, a decline of 
twenty millions of dollars has occurred in our local 
stocks, including those rail road and canal incorpo- 
rations, which; though chartered in other states, 
depend chiefly upon New York for their sale; that 
the immense amount of merchandise in our ware- 


tive industry, we would respectfully and earnestly 
urge upon the executive the propriety of calling an 
extra session of congress, to deliberate upon the 
unprecedented and alarming embarrassmeuts in 
whieh we are involved. The members, coming di- 
rectly from their constituents, will have the oppor- 
tunity of knowing and appreciating the extent of 
the distress which exists, and are convinced that 
their collected opinions will fully sustain these 
which we have exjressed—and their testimony in- 
dicate an amount of suffering of which we cannot 
believe that you, sir, have heretofore been aware. 
We persuade ourselves that the representations 
which we have given of the actual condition of 
our affairs, will induce you to doubt the expediency 
of the policy which has been recentiy pursued, and 
we trust to your intelligence for such a change of 
measures as will revive the hopes and stimulate the 
energies of the merchants of New York.. 
ISAAC 8. HONE, 
JAMES W. BRYAN, 
BENJAMIN LODER, 
ALEX. B. McALPIN, 
J. A. UNDERWOOD, 
THOMAS TILESTON, 
MEIGS D. BENJAMIN, 
ELISHA LEWIS, 
SIMEON DRAPER, sr. 

Washington, May 3d, 1837. 

After the address had been read to him, the pre- 
sident in brief and emphatic terms assured the com- 
mittee of his sympathy with the distress of his 
fellow citizens of New York, and of his desire to do 
every thing in his power for their relief, consistent 
with the views of his official duty, and said that he 
would answer the address in the manner indicated 
in his note. 

On the afternoon of the 4th the committee receiv- 
ed the following reply to their address, and deemed 
it so explicit as to leave no opening for any further 
communication: 

Washington, May 4, 1837. 

GENTLEMEN: I have bestowed on your commu- 
nication the attentive consideration which is due to 
the opinions, wishes and interests of the respectable 
portion of my fellow citizens in whose behalf vou 
act. 

In the correctness of the judgment which, in the 





houses has within the same period fallen in value 
at least thirty per cent.; that within a few weeks, 
not less than twenty thousand individuals, depend- 
ing upon their daily labor for their daily bread, have 
been discharged by their employers, because the 
means of retaining them were exhausted—and that 
a complete blight has fallen upon a community 
heretofore so active, enterprising and prosperous.— 
The error of our rulers has produced a wider deso- 
lation than the pestilence which depopulated our 
streets, or the conflagration which laid them in 
ashes. 

We believe that it is unjust to attribute these 
evils to any excessive development of mercantile 
enterprise, and that they really flow from that un- 
wise system which aimed at the substitution of a 
metallic for a paper currency—the system which 
gave the first shock to the fabric of our commercial 
prosperity by removing the public deposites from 
the United States bank, which weakened every 
part of the edifice by the destruction of that useful 
and efficient institution,and now threatens to crum- 
ble it into a mass of ruins under the operations of 
the specie circular, which withdrew tiie gold and 
silver of the country from the channels in which it 
could be profitably employed. We assert that the 
experiment has had a fair, a liberal trial, and that 
disappointment and mischief are visible in all its 
results—that the promise of a regulated currency 
and equalized exchanges has been broken, the cur- 
rency totally disordered, and internal exchanges al- 
most entirely discontinued. We, therefore, make 
our earnest appeal to the executive, and ask whe- 
ther it is not time to interpose the paternal authority 
of the government, and abandon the policy which 
is beggaring the people. 

Amid all the distress of our condition, we have 
been gratified by a view of the generous and for- 


exercise of an undoubted right, you have in such 
general terms pronounced upon particular points 
in the policy of the late and present administrations, 
you cannot expect me to concur. My opinions on 
those points were distinctly announced to the Ame- 
rican people before my election, and I have seen no 
reason to change them. But however much |] may 
differ with you upon them, as well as in respect to 
the causes of the existing evil, you may be assured 
of the warm interest I shall ever feel, in whatever 
concerns the mercantile community, of my deep 
sympathy with those who are now suffering frorn 
the pressure of the times, and of my readiness to 
adopt any measures for their relief, consistent with 
my convictions of duty. 

The propriety of giving to the collectors of the 
customs, instructions of the character desired, ne- 
cessarily involves inquiries into the extent of the 
power of the executive over the subjeet, the pre- 
sent condition of the treasury, and its probable re- 
ceipts and expenditures for the remainder of the 
year. These examinations have been directed, and 
are in progress, and the result will be communicat- 
ed by the secretary of the treasury to the collector 
at New York, who will be instructed to give it pub- 
licity. A few days will be required to arrive ata 
safe conclusion upon some parts of the investigation, 
but there shall be no unnecessary delay. 

The other subjects to which you have calied my 
attention, are, first, an immediate repeal of the 
order requiring specie payment on sales of public 
lands, issued by my predecessor, for the purpose of 
enforcing a strict execution of the act of congress, 
which forbids the allowance of credit on such sales; 
and secondly, on an extra sessiun of congress. I 
have not been able to satisfy myself that I ought, 
under existing circumstances, to interfere with the 
order referred to. 





bearing spirit which has almost invariably marked 
the conduct of the creditor towards the debtor. A 
general disposition has been manifested to indulge 
the debtor with ample time for the arrangement of 
his business and collection of his debts, and we 
would respectfully suggest the example for the imi- 
tation of the government. The embarrassment 
and distress of the merchants would be matérially 
relieved by the suspending of suits upon unpaid 
bonds, until a future day, when the wisdom of con- 
gress may grant some measure of relief. 

Feeling as we do that we have reached a crisis 
which requires the exercise of all the wisdom and 


| You must be aware of the obstacles to an imme- 


"ae < 


From this correspondence it is obvious, felloy. 
citizens, that we must abandon all hope that oaks 
the justice of our claims or the severity of oUF suf 
ferings will induce the executive to abandon ¢, * 
lax the policy which has preduced such deseo}, 
effects—and it remains for us to consider wi. 
more is to be done in this awful crisis of oy; 
Our first duty under losses and distresses yw} 
have endured, is to cherish with religious care th 
blessings which we yet enjoy, and which can “% 
protected only by a strict observance of the lave 
upon which society depends for security and }y,. 
piness. We do not disguise our opinion tha; tj, 
pages of history record and the opinions of my). 
kind justify, numerous instances of popular jngy,. 
rection, the provocation to which was less Severe 
than the evils of which we complain. But in tho. 
cases, the outraged and oppressed hed no othe, 
means of redress. Our case is diflerent. I; We 
can succeed in an effort to bring public opinion int, 
sympathy withthe views which we entertain, }, 
executive will abandon the policy which oppresses 
instead of protecting the people. Do not despai 
because the time at which the ballot box can i 
ercise its healing influence appears so remote— th. 
sagacity of the practical politician will perceive the 
change in public sentiment before you are aware»; 
its approach. But the-eflort to produce this ehays 
must be vigorousand untiring. Omit all appeals 
popular prejudice, in which demagogues have found 
their strength and their snecess, and address yey, 
arguments and your remonstrances to the injellj. 
gence and virtue of the people—tell them that the 
principle upon which Mr. Van Buren bas uniformly 
acted, and uniformly succeeded, is this, that th 
poor naturally hate the rich, and prove to them tha 
if this really be the case, it is time that they should 
be convinced of their error—avow your belief that 
in a great majority of cases the possession of pro- 
perty is the proof of merit, because in a country of 
free laws and equal righis, property, as a general 
rule, cannot be acquired without industry, skill and 
economy. Human sagacity may err in its caleuls- 
tions; disease may interrupt our labors; the dis. 
pensations of Providence may overwhelm us with 
calamity; or a bad government bring us to ruin— 
but there are few exceptions to the rule that ten- 
perance and industry, and economy, lead to pros- 
perity. Tell them that the perverse and obstinate 
adherence of the president to the existing sysiew, 
after all its dangers and horrors have been develon- 
ed, arises from the belief that his best chance for 
popularity consists in affording nutriment to this 
pernicious principle—with a firm faith thet the 
many will follow the wise and the gocd, call upon 
the men of sound morals, of intelligence and indus- 
try, throughout the nation, to forget all the distract- 
ing topics which have agitated it, and unite in ce- 
fence of the institutions, without which commercial 
society cannot exist—convince them that the abun- 
dant resources for our happiness and enjoymet, 
with which a benignant Providence has blesscd ovr 
land, cannot be brought into action without the aid 
of commerce, and that the security and prospenly 
of merchants cannot be sustained without a 2a 
tional bank. If they reply that our present ehiel 
magistrate and his predecessor deny the constit- 
tionality of a bank, remind them that Hamilton was 
the author of the law which incorporated such al 
institution in 1791, when the sages of our revolutiol, 
fresh from its struggles, were alive to all the eaution 
which a vigilant jealousy could teach—that Was 
ington, after a careful consideration, gave it his ap- 
proval—that in two instances the supreme ccul! 
has unanimously effirmed the constitutionclity o!@ 
bank; and ask them by what sanctions consuil- 
tional law can be sustained, if the laws of congre®s 
in 1791, approved by Washington, and in J! 
approved by Madison, if the unanimous decisis 
of the supreme court, and forty years’ acquicscent? 
by the people are inadequate ‘o its support? Col 
vince them, too, that when you assert the neces!) 
of a national bank, you are not under the influence 
‘of an attachment to any particular institution, >" 
regard only the public good. st 

Appeal to our brethren of the south for oe 
generous co-operation, and promise them that these 
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\diate convocation of congress, arising from the im- 
perfect state of the representation in one branch of 
that body. Several of the states have not yet chosen 
their representatives, and are not to do so for some 
months to come. Independent of that consideration, 
I do not see at present, sufficient reasons to justify 
/me in requiring an earlier meeting, than that ap- 
pointed by the constitution. 


I am, gentlemen, very respestfiully, your obedient 





servant, M. VAN BUREN. 


To Messrs. Isaac S. Hone, James W. Bryan, Benj. 


| Loder, Alexander B. MeAlpin, John A. Underwood, 
energy of the country, to heal the wonnds which | 


have been inflicted upon its commerce and produc- | 


Thos. Tileston, Meigs D. Benjamin, Elish Lewis 
and Simeon Draper, jr. committee. 


'who believe that the possession of property } - 
evidence of merit, wil! be the last to interfere he 
‘the rights of property of any kind—discou!ss 
every effort to awaken an excitement, the bare we 
of which should make every husband and fate? 
| shudder with horror—remembering that it !s ther 
| peculiar pride, that they have shown an early et 
‘unceasing care of the constitution, remind them 0 
the alterations in our condition since its acop!"» 
‘and the innovations to which it has recently be 
_exposed, demand the attention of every true frien" 
of his country—that the arbitrary use of the vel 
the destroying of bills by neglect to return)” 
i within the prescribed period, the excessive, !! © 
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' the meeting, and after addresses from Isaac 8. Hone | Solutions expressive of its sense, by John K. Kane, 


unanimity. 


his administration: that the necessity for such con- 
© struction is not assigned in the specie circular as 
one of the reasons for issuing it, and we consider 


> notes of solvent banks and specie, designating the 
> former as credit, to be erroneous, and at variance 
| with the true interests of the country. 
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xercise of the power of removal from office, | fin, esq. of Washington county, was chosen chair- 
ithe president's assumption of a control over the | man, and col. W. 5S. Franklin, of York, secretary. 
ant are evils which suggest, in the most for- | A committee of one from each county was chosen 
yet manner, the necessity of sustaining the consti- | to select officers for the convention, which reported 
tution as expounded by its authors, and finally, en- | the following, who were unanimously chosen by the 
pone to give such a direction to public opinion, as | convention. 
will inspire the members of the cabinet with the} President—Hon. Thomas H. Baird, of Washing- 
roud sense of independence which should mark | ton county. 
their eminent stations, and which should teach thém Vice presidents—Hon. T. B. Dallas, of Alleghany 
nt resist the usurpation of the president, or to resign | county; George Fisher, esq. of Dauphin; col. W.5. 
office, if their opinions “5 questions of vital im- | Franklin, of York; Thomas 8. Bill, esq. of Chester; 
,ortance are disregarded y him, even when a ma- N. Erving, esq. of Fayette; hon. George Chambers, 
‘ority of his cabinet believe that his measures are | of Franklin; Samuel H. Lloyd, esq. of Lycoming; 
injurious to the public interest. hon. John Bredin, of Butler; gen. Thomas C. Mil- 


We trust that by a strict adherence to a creed ler, of Adams; Martin Stambaugh, esq. of Perry; 
funded upon these recommendations, and by the | Michael Holcomb, esq. of Cumberland. — ‘ 
oxereise of those virtues of which adversity is an | | Secretaries—Morton Mc Michael, of Philadelphia; 
apf instructor, you will be able to perceive that the | 5- _D. Patterson, of Dauphin; 8. W. Randall, of 
oppression which arouses a free peo le and excites | Erie; Joseph Williams, of Delaware. 
them to new vigilance in the guardianship of their Nearly two hundred delegates were in attendance, 
rights, is like the tempest which prostrates the lofty and the convention may challenge comparison, for 
iawer and destroys the humble cottage, but purifies intelligence and respectability, with any that has 
the atmosphere, and gives a new impulse to the | ever assembled in this or any other state. 
energies of nature. Tuesday, May 2, 1837—9 o’clock. Convention 

ISAAC 8S. HONE, chairman. | met agreeably to adjournment. 
Wn. A. LAWRENCE, Secretary. The committee to prepare and present for the 
The following resolutions were then submitted to consideration of the convention an address and re- 


illegal, e 





and James W. Bryan, esqrs. adopted with great | esq. the chairman thereof, reported the following, 
which were read and adopted: 


The cautious wisdom which distinguishes the 
1329, the only act which could have been referred | here met the constitution of the United States is 
to in the president’s answer, was unknown during | strikingly manifested in the reserve with which that 
the administration of Mr. Monroe and Mr. Adams, | instrument alludes to the existence of domestic ser- 
and to gen. Jackson during the first seven years of vitude among us. Although the topic was neces- 

| sarily presented to their view, and exerted an im- 
| portant influence on several articles of the compact, 
the term siave or slavery no where occurs. 

The apportionment of representatives and of di- 
rect taxes is required to be made according to the 
‘population of the states respectively, by adding to 
the whole number of free persons, including those 


Resolved, That a strict construction of the act of 





the distinction made by the president between the 





é’ ' bound to service for a term of years, and excluding 

Resolved, That we dwell with satisfaction upon | cde Dae Saeed pe emia yh 

the fact mentioned by the president, that several of | : . 

the states have not yet chosen representatives, and | eS eee earn oe teen DU SOe Se See 
P »“,. Of the states should think proper to admit, is not to 


we trust that a protecting Providence will direct the |», prohibited by congress prior to the year 1808 — 


people of those states to the choice of representa- | Ny person held to labor or service in one state, accord- 


pursue the best interests of the country. | ing to the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, 
Resolved. That < “eld - in consequence of any law or regulation therein, be 
tesolved, Lhat we yield our hearty assent to the | discharged from such labor or service, but shall 


preambie of the act incorporating the first bank of | be delivered up on claim of the party to whom such 
the United States, which declares such an institu- | Jabor or service may be due. P 
tion to be “conducive to the successful conducting | By this carefully varied but clear phraseology, it 
of the national finances, and productive of consi- | was sought to protect the interests of the slavehold- 
derable advantages to trade and industry in gene- | ing states, and to secure the right of the master to 
ral. the services of his slave. Congress was vested with 
Resolved, That the interests of the capitalists, | the power to prohibit the introduction of slaves af- 
ous classes, are dependent upon each other, and | ject of slavery was included in the general reserva- 
any measures of the government which prostrate | tion of powers not delegated, and was left to the un- 
the active business men of the community, will al- | restricted action of each state within its own limits. 
so deprive honest industry of its reward; and we! Such are the articles of the constitution wkich 


call upon all our fellow citizens to unite with us | relate to slavery within the United States, fully re- 


la removing from power those who persist in a | cognizing its existence, and guarding against any 
system that is destroying the prosperity of our | legislation which might liberate an absconding 
slave. ' 
Resolved, That the chief causes of the existing 


ing of the specie circular. The land bill was pass- | ment should be required to enforce all its provi- 
= by the people’s representatives, and vetoed by | sions, and to rescue its principles froin violation. 
ne president—the bill rechartering the bank was| Nor can it be necessary to demonstrate to the 
ge by the people’s representatives, and vetoed candid and the honorable, that the spirit of this 
f ¢ president. ‘I'he people’s representatives de- | compact is opposed to measures by which the rights 
Clared by a solemn resolution, that the public de- | it recognizes are disturbed in their exercise, or im- 
yr te were safe in the United States bank; within | paired in their security. Principles cannot sanc- 
the cuban aie thereafter, the president removed | tion an indirect interference with relations which 
vested ic deposites. The people’s representatives | are thus formally vindicated and established. 

sg a bill rescinding the specie cireular: the| Slavery existed in the District of Columbia at 
President destroyed it by omitting to return it with- | the time of its cession to the United States, and the 


in imi 5 ad . oi 
the limited period; and in the answer to our ad- rights growing out of this circumstance have re- 








“Tesses, president Van Buren declares that the spe- cently been made the subject of highly excited | 


- hav An ee was issued by his predecessor, omitting | discussion. It is not, however, necessary, in the 
otice of the secretary of the treasury, who is judgment of this convention, to inquire how far 
amenable direct] lan’ 
‘iaie eal - department with the superinten- | stitution. It is enough, that, whether so protected 
fe therefore nances, and who signed the order. | or not, they ought in no wise to be affected by an 
Resolve, Th tall t] sismelinads si act of legislation. Were even the power of con- 
infesien’ ee tho a i pg indicate an gress unquestionable, its action on the subject is 
whieh deiaundid Wied nr principles into our system, | forbidden by considerations of the highest policy. — 
every patriot s the prompt and regular action of Such, it is believed, are now the views and opi- 
= /nions of the people of Pennsylvania—a state which, 








T it TAT Q Uy a wT T ™” TtTTAT | . ° * 4 
HE PENNSYLV ANIA UNION CONVEN.- | ed slavery as an evil, both in the abstract and in 
The « , _ TION. practice; andit is for the single purpose of express- 

th, -ohvention of the friends of the “integrity of | ing them that this convention has been assembled. 


the ‘ennins# ha , r 
on nap met at the court house in Harrisburgh | Its members have been chosen at meetings held, 
“4 Monday, the Ist inst. ; 





Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons.— | 


charged by the language of their commission to 
‘cassure our brethren of the southern states that we, 
as a state, are opposed to the schemes of the imme- 
diate abolitionists, and that we will, to the utmost 
of our ability, defend and sustain the constitution 
of the United States, and that compact by which 
we are united as one people.” 


Sensible of the importance of declaring frankly 


and accurately the general sentiment of Pennsylva- 
nia on this subject, the convention, after full con- 
sultation, has adopted, in the name of its consti- 
tuents, the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the government of the United 


States has no constitutional power whatever over 
the relation of master and slave in any of the states 
of the union. 


Resolved, That, whether congress does or does 


not possess the right of legislating on the subject of 
the abolition of slavery within the District of Co- 
lumbia, it would be unwise and impolitic in the 
extreme to assert or exercise such right, as any at- 
tempt to do so would impair the harmony and mu- 
tual confidence of the states, if not peril the integ- 
rity of the union. 


Resolved, That each state has the exclusive right, 


under the constitution, to judge of, establish, and 
maintain within its own borders, its own system of 
domestic relations and domestic policy; and that 
every attempt by the citizens of one state to do- 
nounce or invalidate the established institutions of 
another, is unwarranted by the constitution, and 
hostile to the peace and harmony of the union. 


Resolved, That no state could be justly required 


to recognize as valid, under the constitutional com- 
pact of the states, a measure which should violete 
its internal security and peace, or abrogate the 
rights of property of its citizens; and that we 
pledge ourselves to unite with the people of tic 
other states in opposing such infractions of the con- 
stitution, and in maintaining the domestic repose of 
every member of this confederation. 


Resolved, That the project of colonizing, on ihe 


coast of Africa, free persons of color, and manumit- 
ted slaves, to be carried thither with their own con- 


_sent, does hold out to the patriot and philanthropist 


_the hope of the ultimate abolition of slavery, the cle- 
vation of the African race toa state of equality with 
the rest of the human family, the extension of the 


blessings of civilization and self-government, and 





the diffusion of the principles of the sacred gospel of 
peace within that benighted region, and that the 


raiseworthy efforts of the colonization societies to 
ring about these most desirable results are entitled 


to the best wishes and the hearty co-operation of 
all the friends of the peace, order, harmony, and in- 
tegrity of the union of these states. 


Resolved, That a copy of these proceedings be 


| forwarded to the president of the United States, the 
merchants, manufacturers, mechanics and industri- | ter the year 1808; but in all other respects the sub- governors of the several states, and the members of 





' 
} 
| 


| Trevanion B. Dallas, 
, } When it is remembered how many conflicting | Walter S. Franklin, 
distress are the defeat of Mr. Clay’s land bill, the | interests, and how many variant habits of thought | George Fisher, 
removal of the public deposites, the refusal to re- | and life were reconciled by the spirit of mutual! Thomas S. Bell, 
charter the bank of the United States, and the issu- | concession as embodied in this compact, no argu- | Nathaniel Ewing, 

| George Chambers, 


| 


| 
| 





y to congress, and charged by the | those rights are protected by the terms of the con- | 


| 


j 


tion be published, an 
die. 


Tuomas F. Bowre, esq. from 
heretofore appointed for that purpose, submitted the 
following preamble and resolutions: 


the senate and house of representatives of the Unit- 
ed States. 


On motion of J. K. Kane, esq. 
Resolved, That the ara of this conven- 
that it do now adjourn sine 


THOMAS H. BAIRD, president. 
Samuel H. Lloyd, 
John Bredin, } 
T. C. Miller, 
Martin Stambaugh, { 
Michael Holcomb, | 
James M. Pawling. J 
~ Morton McMichael, \ 
S. D. 2atterson, ‘ Bag ik 
S. W. Randall, —_¢ 8¢¢retartes. 
J. Williams, J 
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MEETING OF TOBACCO PLANTERS. 
An adjourned meeting of the citizens of Prince 


George’s county interested in the tobacco trade of 
the United States was held at the court house, in the 
town of upper Marlborough, on Thursday, May +, 
1837. 


The chairman having called the meeting to order, 
the committce 


Whereas, by a resolution of the last congress, the 


president of the United States was authorised and 


directed to instruct the different diplomatic agents 


|acting for itself, has, within its own borders, treat- | 


‘of this government, in foreign countries, to negoti- 
‘ate upon the subject of a diminution of the dulics 
imposed on American tobacco, and to procure, if 
possible, the reduction of those duties, so as to 
place the article of American tobacco upon the same 
terms of reciprocity and favor with the productions 
‘of foreign growth and foreign merchandise in our 
‘own ports; and whereas, also appropriations were 
‘made by congress for the sending of ministers to 
For tae purpose of tem- | without distinction of party, in the several counties | Austria and Prussia, and other agents to different 


Orarily opranir; Dae” cece ra . * +4 
ly organizing the convention, Thomas McGif- | of the siate, and most of them have been specially | foreign ports, for the avowed purpose of represent- 
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ing the peculiar interests of the planters of tobacco 
in the United States, and others engaged in the to- 
bacco trade; and whereas the planters of tobacco 
feel particularly concerned in the success of the 
measures recommended by congress for their bene- 
fit, and therefore desire to see those measures carri- 
ed out by the executive, in the mode hest calculat- 
ed, in their judgment, to ensure their speedy and 
favorable termination: therefore, 

1. Resolved, That the president of the United 
States be respectfully requested, in the name of this 
meeting, and on behalf of the great body of planters 
of tobacco in the United States, to appoint, as soon 
as possible, and with as little delay as practicable, 
the diiferent agents and foreign ministers authoris- 
ed by the said resolution and proceedings of con- 
gress; and that, when ah igi, they be required 
by him to proceed, with the greatest possible expe- 
dition, to the discharge of the various duties to be 
assigned them, in order that information of the re- 
sult of their efforts may be received before or during 
the next session of congress, and in time to obtain 
the legislative aid of that body, in the event of its 
being necessary, to effect any of the purposes of 
their missions. 

2. Resolved, That it would be more conducive 
to the interest of the planters of tobacvo in the 
United States, and it is therefore their earnest de- 
sire, that the appointments of minister to Austria, 
and the different agents, recommended by the afore- 
said resolution-of congress, should be made from 
that portion of the United States where tobacco is 
cultivated as a staple crop; and that the president 
ba respectfully requested to select (in making his 
psn bi to those offices) some fit persons, in 
all respects suitable to him, who are citizeus of to- 
bacco growing states, and therefore more immediate- 
ly interested in the prosperity of that class of our 
population, and more capable of representing their 
peculiar interests, and understanding their peculiar 
wants. 

3. Resolved, That a committee of ten be appoint- 
ed by the chair, who shall (on behalf of this meet- 
ing, and of the tobacco planters of the United States, 
having an interest in common with them) wait 
upon the president of the United States, on Mon- 
day, the 15th instant, and submit these resolutions 
to his consideration, with a request that they may 
receive his favorable attention, as expressive of the 
opinions and wishes of the citizens of those portions 
of the United States where tobacco is cultivated, 
and who feel that they have more than an ordinary 
interest in their adoption and success. 

Which were unanimously adopted, And the 
chair appointed the following gentlemen the com- 
mittee under the third resolution, viz: 

John B. Brooke, Wm. D. Bowie, 
Thomas I. Bowie, Benjamin Ogle, 
Charles Hill, Gov. Samuel Sprigg, 
Col. David Craufurd, Alexander Keech, 
Col. John Contee, Philemon Chew. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, , 

Resoleed, That the chairman and secretaries be 
added to the committee above named. 

On motion of Thos. IF. Bowie, esq. 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this meeting (in 
behalf of the tobacco planters of the United States) 
are due to the last congress of the United States, 
for the favorable action of that body in promoting 
the views and interests of that large and respectable 
portion of our citizens, and for the liberal spirit 
with which they favored the resolutions and memo- 
rial of the convention of tobacco planters which 
met in Washington during the late session. 

On motion of T. G. Pratt, esq. 

Resolved, That the president of the convention of 
tobacco planters which convened in Washington 
on the last Monday of January last be, and he is 
hereby, requested to call together the said conven- 
tion, to meet again at the same place, some time 
during the first week of the next session of con- 
gress, in pursuance of the authority vested in him 
by said convention. 

On motion of col. Craufurd, 

Resolved, That these proceedings be signed by 
the officers of this meeting, and published in the 


Nationa! Intelligencer, Globe and Marlborough Ga- | the United States in case they received satisfactory 


zette. 
, ROBERT W. BOWIE, chairman. 
H. C. Scorr, 


secrelaries. 
8. L. Brooke, . 





MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES. 
From the New Orleans Bee, May 2. 

Mextco. We have received from Mexico, by 
way of Havana, the Diario of the 3d April, in 
which we find the following document, which, un- 
der present circumstances, is very interesting. At 
that date, there was no discussion of the presiden- 
tial election, and every thing seemed quiet in 
Mexico. 


General government, office of foreign affairs. 
Lo his excellency the secretary of foreign affairs of 
the United States of America. 
Palace of the national government at Mexico, 
March 21, 1837. 

The undersigned, senior officer, charged with the 
foreign afiairs of the Mexican republic, has the ho- 
nor to address the secretary of the same depart- 
ment of the United States of America, in order to 
express to him the just surprise with which the 
president ad interim of this republic has seen the 
annunciation, in the New Orleans Bee of the 13th 
of the present month, of the acknowledgment by 
the congress of the United States of the indepen- 
dence proclaimed by the insurgents of Texas, and 
the subsequent appointment by the government of 
Mr. Alcee Labranche to be minister plenipotentia- 
ry to the pretended republic. 

Measures thus premature have caused the more 
astonishment in the Mexican government that it 
had no reason to believe that they would be adopt- 
ed, and that it expected actions conformable to the 
friendship that exists between the two republics, 
guarantied by solemn treaties, and the assurances 
which that government has given, the most recent 
and conclusive of which the undersigned takes the 
liberty to cite. 

When, on the 24th May of last year, Mr. Goros- 
tiza, Mexican minister to that government, on the 
subject of the proposition made to the senate of 
the United States to acknowledge the independence 
of Texas, offered representations and objections 
which he wished to render valid, the hon. Mr. John 
Forsyth, secretary of foreign affairs, stated, in his 
answer of the 29th of the same month, which is 
now under my eye, that he had received instruc- 
tions from the president of the United States to as- 
sure him that the government would adopt no reso- 
lution or decision on that question which was not 
fuunded on the same rules and principles which 
had guided it in the dissensions between Spain and 
her colonies; that only when the parts should be 
well known, and not before, after a complete, im- 
partial and serious examination, and having always 
in view the considerations due to the friendly en- 
gagements that subsist between the two republics, 
the government would then proceed to decide a 
question which, with the Mexican minister, is con- 
sidered as of the greatest importance in its imme- 
diate effects and in its inevitable results. 

Such is precisely the language held by Mr. Se- 
cretary at the end of the month of May of last 
year, immediately after the victory obtained by the 
insurgents. Has the ease supposed by Mr. For- 
syth now occurred? Are the Texians in the same 
position that the Mexicans were in regard to Spain, 
when the United States acknowledged their inde- 
pendence? Is there the slightest point of identity 
between a nation of more than six millions of in- 
habitants, who, by their sole efforts, had thrown off 
the yeke of Spain, after a sanguinary struggle of 
eleven years, and a few thousand vagabonds, with- 
out country, without religion, without virtues, and 


enthusiasm, marching to recover the laurels which 
a capricious destiny ravished at St. Jacinto? Shall 
the atrocions insult be offered to Mexico to suppose 
that it is incapable of vindicating her rights on the 
territory which those miserable adventurers have 
usurped, and shall she submit to the sneers of that 
republic? 

If the undersigned should undertake to give a 
solution of these questions, he weuld render this 
note tedious by its length, and call in question the 
knowledge of the secretary whom he has the honor 
to address. 

A document not less interesting than that just 
cited, is now under the eyes of the undersigned: I 
refer to the message of his excellency general 
Jackson to the house of representatives on the 21st 
of last December, transmitting extracts from the 
report of the agent whom he had despatched to 
collect information in relation to the situation, poli- 
tical and civil, of Texas, in consequence of the re- 
solution of the two houses, which declared that the 





independence of Texas should be acknowledged by 


‘information of the existence of a government ca- 
| pable of fulfilling the duties and obligations of an 
independent nation. 

This official document, founded on the solid basis 
of justice and the law of nations, was published in 
the American journals, as a new proof to Mexico 
of respect for her rights. Its whole contents are 
interesting; it tends entirely to support a neutral 
position between Mexico and Texas. At the onset, 
in laying down general principles, it qualifies the 
act of acknowledging a new state as. extremely 
delicate, and attended by great responsibility; it es- 
tablishes that a premature acknowledgment, if not 


without laws, menaced by a numerous army, full of | 


a 
be regarded as proof of a hostile spirit towards o3 


of the belligerent parties; it declares that ever 
question relative to foreign nations was considers} 
as seditious by the United States, and never credit 
them, but by most unquestionable evidence, , : 
only for a final decision, but to guard its decision 
from all imputation. " 

Proceeding to particular cases, it recalls the 
prudence observed in the dissensions between 
Spain and her colonies, waiting not only till the 
ability of the new states was absolutely known, jy; 
also till all possibility of their being again subjuges, 
ed had disappeared. Recurring to Texas, jj. 
counts the misfortune suffered at St. Jacinto, anq 
its immediate consequences, and aliudes to the pp. 
sources that had been put in operation to repair i; 
and inclining to the opinion that the acknowled»” 
ment of Texian independence ought to be post. 
poned till the result of the expedition preparing {o 
invade her should be known. But why should the 
undersigned further fatigue the honorable secretary 
by citing adocument with which he is familia: 
and which is at hand among the archives of his 
office? Itis sufficient merely to call to mind tha 
the president, general Jackson, was of opinion a 
that time prudence dictated that the United States 
should wait, retaining their then attitude, till some 
one of the great foreign powers had acknowledged 
the independence of Texas, or at least till time anq 
events proved, beyond doubt, that the inhabitants 
of Texas were able to sustain their sovereignty, 
and to support the government which they had es. 
tablished. 


At this time, what events have occurred of sy 
great importance as to induce the government of 
the United States to depart from the circumspect 
and equitable line of conduct which had beci 
traced? The Mexican government is at a loss to 
know what guaranties have the Texians exhibited 
that are referred to in the message above cited?— 
What evidence is there to justify an acknowledg- 
ment, particularly when we refer to the considera- 
tion due to a neighboring and friendly republic?— 
Assuredly none! 

The Mexican government regards that of the U. 
States as too just to suppose that ignoble views of 
aggrandizement could govern its movements. Ne- 
vertheless, the measure complained of is incontest- 
able; it is announced in an official paper of the U. 
States, the New Orleans Bee, and the undersigned 
has received instructions from his excellency the 

resident ad interim of the republic to protest, as 
he does now protest in the most solemn manner be- 
fore all civilized nations, against the acknowledg- 
ment of the independence of the pretended republic 


of Texas, made by the United States of America, 


declaring that it cannot in any manner or mode, 
either now or at any time to come, weaken, dimi- 
nish or compromit, in the least, the rights of the 
republic of Mexico on the territory of Texas, ner 
the right which it possesses to employ all the 
means which are or mnay be in its power to recover 
the said territory. 


The undersigned prays the honorable the secre- 
tary of state for foreign affairs of the United States 
to inake known this note and protest to his excel- 
lency the president of the United States, and takes 
this opportunity to offer him the expression of his 
respect and distinguished consideration. _ 

JOSE MARIA ORTIZ MONASTERIO. 





NEW GRENADA, 

We have received from Bogota, through the po- 
liteness of the United States charge d’affaires, ge". 
McAFEE, gazettes and other papers down to the 
Ist of March. We gather from them that the vex 
ing question with the British government, about 
the acting British consul at Panama, has been stb 
tled, and that the blockade of Carthagena, by %¢ 
squadron under the command of commodore Peyto?, 
had been raised, after being enforced twelve (ys. 
We sincerely hope that, as this has been the fis! 
interruption. of the harmony heretofore exist!" 
between the two governments, it may be the last. 


We have received also the last and_valedicte'y 
message of president SANTANDER to the congres® 
It is a long, elaborate and interesting docuinen 
We regret that its length prevents us from publish- 
ing it entire, and that we are obliged to confine 
ourselves to a few extracts. According to the 
constitation, a new president was to be installed © 
the Ist day of April. The clection devolved ° 
congress, there having been no choice by ant 
ple, or rather the electoral colleges. The col’ 
lies between Dr. Manravues, a civilian, and gener 
OsBanpDo, a distinguished military chief, unless o 
popular will should be disregarded, for these tw 
candidates received about five-sixths of ail 


. 4e : 
votes. The result of the election was uncertain. 


3 
pil 








considered as a plausible cause of war, may at least 
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ale. from president Santander’s message. 

However fervent and sincere have been my de- 
‘res to effect a reconciliation with Spain, which 
noe be founded upon a basis equally honorable 


nd beneficial for the people, I have abstained from 


the legitimate governments. Among some the laws 
have been silenced before authorities clothed with 
irtesponsible powers, and without any restriction; 
in others, the magistrates have been stripped of 
their power, civil war fomented, the citizens in 


in said bill, (§ 4.) The bill declares that every 
such partnership shall consist of two or more per- 
sons, who shall be called partners, and who shall 
contribute, in actual cash payments, a specific sum 
as capital to the common stock; but no one of sueh 










© Magdalena with steam 


communicated the information to foreign countries. 
» When this important channel of communication of 
» the provinces of the interior with the Atlantic coast 
© shall be navigated with such rapid vehicles, the 


| $2,275,900. 


© New Grenada under the most delicate and difficult 


niting duties, as it regirds the foreign merchandise 


‘American people, whose zealous and excellent re- 


'culable, and the advantages resulting from a ready 
Fand frequent communication palpable. 


pof September, 1835, and ended the 3ist August, 


© 1836, the revenue appropriated to the expenses of the 
© national administration has amounted to 2,517,044 


; bonds, and in tobacee and bullion, of $301,040. 
 waich, being added to the sum above mentioned, 


$1,060,911. 


| finances have been improving evidently from year 


| lished the empire of the law; when internal con- 


wading an embassy to Madrid, because I was ap- 
hensive that it would be fruitless. Experience 
a ‘ystified this apprehension, as the American 
sreraments that have accredited envoys near the 
spanish government have made but little progress 
ntheir negotiations. The Spanish nation is yet 
fering the disasters ofa civil war, and the dis- 
inion consequent upon the frequent changes in its 
political system. Our wishes will always be for its 
prosperity under a paternal government, which, 
specting and rendering respectable the political 
rad civil rights of the Spaniards, may be persuaded 
that its true interest consists in recognizing, asa 
-icht, unconditionally, and without delay, the inde- 
ondeuce of the new American states. 

«] regret that [I have not been able to comply 
with the wishes of the representative of the United 
States, in relation to the abolition of all discrimi- 





imported in the vessels of that country. Desirous 
as 1 have been to please the government and 


presentative has discussed the question with earn- 
estness, I have wished previously to consult public 
opinion, Congress will be informed of the mat- 
ter, and will be able to decide more understand- 
ingly upon the convenience and utility of the mea- 
sure. 
“The grantee of the pemvege of navigating the 
oats not having complied 
with the conditions of the decree of congress of the 
9th of June, the executive power has declared the 
navigation of that river free for steamboats, and has 


a] 


amount of agricultural productions will be incal- 


“In the economical year that commenced the Ist 


dollars, and the expenditures for the same period to 
As there remained at the end of Au- 
gust, 1835, nearly an excess in cash, custom house 





makes a total of $3:;318,085. Out of this the 
national expenses authorized by the laws have | 
been paid, and there remains for future purposes 

“This happy result proves that the national 


to year. 
“I was called by the national will to preside over 


circumstances; when the p2ople had just re-estab- 


Vuisions had engendered so much rancor and ani- 


forts to promote the interests of my country had 


| strict military discipline, are the compendium and 


arms against each other; and, in almost all, the ac- | partners shall be liable to the debts of the partner- 
tion of a true representative government has been | ship, beyond the sum so contributed by such partner 
paralyzed. to the capital.” (§ 2.) The partners are to sign 

“‘We ought not to forget that the absence of these | #rticles of partnership, which shall contain, amongst 
calamities during the first constitutional period of | other things, the partnership name, ‘the number of 
New Grenada, as well as the improvements that | Shares, if any, into which such capital stock is di- 
have been made in the different branches of ad- | vided,” and ‘the periods at which the partnership 
ministration, are to be ascribed to the protecting | '3 to commence and terminate.” (§ 3.) The bu- 
power of a superintending Providence, that I adore | Siness of the copartnership may be conducted under 
and bless.”’ a partnership naine, and the partners, or a sagstise 


“The progress of constitutional order has been or yi > the shareholders, may appoint suc 
realized, the advancement and extension of public | CMCers and agents as they may think proper, with 
education, the reorganization of the lazarettos, the ipa to rug om the concerns of said partnership, 
opening of new roads for commercial purposes, ex- | 224 to ma y* ei oe and regulations for its 
emption from duties of exportation on many raw _ vimana tte (8 a person who becomes a 
and manufactured articles, and bounties have been | P@™ er, F aibaly be are of the on is not paid 
granted to some; mechanical industry has been en- | “5 ther’? , a" - Naps responsible as a general 
couraged. The revenue has been augmented, and aed 4 oe ‘8 zo) 1 oe profits of the partner- 
faithfully collected and disbursed. The internal the, Neel co uted among the partners,” but 
alcabula, (a sort of excise), has been abolished, and Pave: + tt must not be hppa | diminished. 
various general provincial and municipal imposts (8 ) tad Pg! we partnership, may 
have been reduced; weekly mails have been estab- | D¢,Prosecuted and conducted “by and against the 
lished; the operations of the mint have been im- pd agent * nt AR pe he sae which suits may 
proved; a considerable portion of the domestic debt rd on caseeegn to 008 ju ris -s Feng and “th, 
of Colombia has been funded, and measures adopt- | ‘OTCE@ Sy execution, has be standing the death, 
ed for the accumulation of a fund destined for the | ™eS#gnation or removal of such agent. The joint 
payment of the interest on that portion of the fo- | stock or property of said partnership shall be liable 
reign debt assumed by New Grenada. A large | °? such judgments and decrees. (s 10.) Mort- 
amount of the public securities of Colombia and a en Riga oi a prose fae Peetnerantp> 
Grenada have been paid into the treasury, and the hs pest oh e.. OF Aen o yo a - In 
liabilities originating at the custom houses have "4 ee aa be “ hie? e discharged, re~ 
been extinguished. The army has been organized ‘fice af anil a ts, t hi ¢ hel agent - gd favel 
and disciplined, and the national guard formed. |° shi. %. Sere bite ah is 13.) T e part- 
Peace and friendship have been maintained with | "&'S™P May pure-ase and hold real estate under 
Venezuela and the Equator, and harmony and a good special circumstances and for a definite purpose, 
understanding on our part with all nations. ah pry dg ae Ah ser es the, ey Rs ary 

“The act of justice that I have just performed (S 14, 15,16.) “The cnterest of any vatser ae of 
gives pte ae to sey ep Nees ee be vaelf his legal representatives” in any such partnership, 
be gooey stotinr A OF which I have gvie no. | SLall be personal property, and assignable as such. 


; ; 17.) N h ‘part hi I] i 
thing more than a sketch. My desires and my ef- £8 x SoM or act of wah cated B76 Ks 


Partners and agents are made liable, civilly and 
criminally, for fraud in the affairs of the partner- 
ship, and are declared to be liable as “general part- 
ners;”” for piving or attemping to give, a preference 
in cases of insolvency or contemplated insolvency, 
to one creditor over other creditors of the partner- 
ship. (§ 20, 21, 22.) 

Before proceeding to submit his views upon this 


the programme of the principles that have govern- | bill, the attorney general begs leave to refer the as- 


ed mein my administration, and from which neither | sembly to his report of this date upon the bill enti- 


danger nor violence has been able to divert me. ad tled “‘an act to authorise associations for the pur- 
lL owe to New Grenada an immense debt of grati- pose of banking.” Many of the suggestions con- 
tude for the many honors she has conferred on af tained-in that report, the attorney general deems 
since 1819. I do not owe less to S utente oe apposite to the subject, and pertinent to the ques- 
army and to all good citizens, for the signal services | tiong arising on the present bill, and he respect- 
with which they have aided me, and the confidence fully asks that it may be regarded as forming a part 
with which they have sustained me. of this report. ” r 


“Upon retiring from the chief magistracy,I carry| This bill does not purport to be an amendment 











been useless and unavailing, bunt for the co-opera- 
tion of the legislative power, and for the zeal of the 
agents of the government in discharging their du- 
ties. 

“Liberty and order, schools and roads, reduction 
of taxes, severe economy in the expenditures, and 





pita th te ent mee artes he 


a 


© mosity; when the constituent convention had de- 
creed the independence of New Grenada, and 
inarked ont for her a separate career; when the 
fovernment was obliged to organize the adininis- 


> tration, and to resist for a time the reactions against 


the established system, and against the persons 
h ‘red wi 4 ent . en otc: 
® Charged with maintaining it; to resist the unrea- 
» sonable demands of violent politicians (exallacion ) 





times without the necessity of a dictatorship; and of 


with me the consolation of having been ever faith-| of any existine statute—it i ste of itself: 
ful to my promises. I pledged myself to respect the Of GAY CHiatiag eato---t 0 Commprete Of Htnell; ‘and 


constitution, and I have respected it; to maintain 
public order, and I have maintained it; to retire 
from the government on the day fixed by the law, 
and one month from this day I shall retire. Snifer 
me to claim for myself only the honor of this fidelity, 
and of the example of having governed in difficult 


the legal qualities of the partnerships which it au- 
thorises, must be deduced from the bill alone, aid- 
ed, as far as may be, by such common law princi- 
ples as are applicable. It is essentially unlike any 
statute now in force, or which has ever been enact- 
ed in this state; and although designated as “‘an act 
relative to limited partnerships,” it bears but a 





» Tale, (moral), to cause the military power to be- 
come subordinate to the civil, to arrange with | 


'o establish the political code, to reconcile the legis- 
lation of Spain, Colonbia, and the dictatorship, 
with the legislation of Grenada, all more or less ob- 
scure and defective; to re-establish the public mo- 


enezuela and the Equator questions arising in 
consequence of the extinguishment of the republic 
of Colombia: to protect the development of the 
hattoral resources, and to meet the demands of 
vreiza and domestic creditors, with a treasury in- 


. slight analogy to the present statute upon that sub- 
the successful experiment of the republican systein, | ject. gy ts a. P P 

that has been supposed not Se. be gemphen 10 weal By that statute (1 R. 8S. p. 764) limited partner- 

ne a | cag pg _ships are authorised to ‘‘consist of one or more per- 

PES, PEE Ps ' sons, who shall be called general partners, and who 

shall be jointly and severally responsible as general 

w. york, | Partners now are by law; and of one or more per- 


NION OF - ORNEY GENERAL OF | F R : 
Pheer ee perth gy er, 18 | sons who shall contribute in actual cash payments, 
: , . | 


ae “ a7 |a specific sum as capital to the common stock, who 
ie dees comes or wae gape ltee df | shall be called special partners, and who shall not 


tion of the honorable the assembly, of the 14th inst. be liable for the debts of the partnership beyond 





LIMITED PARTNERSHIPS. 





adequate even to the necessary expenses of the 
Soverament; confiding less in my own ability than 
In the opinion of the sreat majority of the nation, 
In the tried loyalty of the army, and in the effica- 
(/0US Co-operation of the good citizens, and par- 
icularly of the legislative body, and of the secre- 
taries and counsellors of the government, I under- 
took with firmness, zeal and good intentions, to 
dise large the important duties submitted to me. 

_ “It should be gratifying to every Grenadino, as it 
1s to me . 
sanuillity under the beneficent influence of con- 
7 vttonal laws, whilst the new states of America, 
ee the Apalaches to the Patagonians, have pre- 
sented, with a single exception, within those four 


, to observe that New Grenada has enjoyed 


referring to him the bill entitled ‘an act in relation = he nwa pope by him or thein to the ca- 
‘to limited partnerships and to authorise assignable | pital.” (§ 2.) ; 

‘interests therein.” ‘with instructions to report | | “The business of the partnership shall be con- 
‘his opinion on the constitutionality thereof; and | ducted under a firm, in which the names of the 
'whether the same requires the assent of two-. general partners, only, shall be inserted.’ (§ 13.) 
| thirds of the members elected to each branch of the| General partners only, are authorised to transact 
| legislature to become a law; and if, in his opinion, | business and bind the partnership. (9 3.) Suits 
any of the provisions of tha said bill are unconstitu- | in relation to its business may be brought and con- 
| tional, to specify the same,” submits the following | ducted by and against the general partners, in the 
report: | same manner as if there were no special partners. 

The bill referred to the attorney general autho- | (9 14.) rah ai 

rises limited partnerships for the purpose of receiv-| These provisions of the present statute exhibit 
ing deposites, discounting moneyed securities, and | the essential characteristics of the limited partner- 
‘making loans on mortgage. They may be formed | ships which are now tolerated by law. The gene- 


| “upon the terms, with the rights and powers, and ral partner is a trustee for the special partner, and 





years, a lamentable picture of revolutions against: subject to the conditions and liabilities” prescribed | as such may receive and employ his funds in any 
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description of business which the statute anthorises. 
The entire legal interest in the capital and property 
of the partnership, including the share advanced by 
the special partner, vests in the general partner:— 
the business is conducted in his name, and suits as 
in ordinary cases, are prosecuted by and against 
him alone. 

But the present bill is of a different stamp.— 
There are to be no general partners under it; all 
are special. ‘The partnership shall consist of two 
or more persons, who shall be called partners, and 
who shall contribute in actual cash payments a 
specific sum as eapital to the common stock.” 

The business of the partnership is to be conduct- 
ed in a “partnership name.” ‘This name is to indi- 
cate and represent, not the individual partners, as it 
ordinaril bes, but an artificial being arising from 
the peculiar union of these partners and invested 
with a legal capacity to hold property. and transact 
business. 

‘In general partnerships, the legal title to partner- 
ship property vests in the copartners, as in such 
limited partnerships as are now authorised by law, 
it does in those who are general partners. But 
this bill, as understood by the attorney general, is 
designed to divest the individual partners of all le- 
gal title to the capital stock, and place that title in 
the legal being indicated by the ‘partnership 
name,” 

‘This legal being, for the purpose of prosecutions, 
is represented by the name of the “chief agent”’ of 
the concern, and prosecutions thus instituted, may 
be carried to judgment and execution against the 
capital stock of the partnership, whether the ‘chief 
agent,” whose name is thus strangely used, be 
numbered with the living or the dead. 

‘Conveyances and mortgages of real estate must be 
made ‘to the partnership in the partnership name,” 
but in the opinion of the attorney general, no title 
to the estate so conveyed or mortgaged, would 
thereby vest in the individual partners. It would 
pass directly to the legal person which had sprung 
from the singular conjunction of individual interests 
atithorised Ly this bill. 

As understood by the attorney general, the bill 
aims to confer on these partnerships, as persons in 
law, the ordinary attributes and capacities of a civil 
corporation. A capacity to transact business like 
a natural person, to take and hold property; sue 
and be sued, and to have succession during the pe- 
riod of time limited in the articles of partnership. 

These capacities and attributes constitute a legal 
person--a body corporate, in the constitutional 
sense of the terms. Such at least is the opinion of 
the attorney general. 

If such partnerships are not bodies corporate, it 
may be inked, what are they? Not copartnerships 
in the ordinary sense ef the word. In every de- 
scription of partnerships now known to the law, ti- 
tle, to the copartnership property, is vested in some 
or all of the individual copartners, and in whose 
names, as individuals, the business of the firm must 
be transacted. As individuals they must contract 
and grant, and as individuals prosecute and defend. 
As individuals too, they are responsible to the full 
amount of their private property for the partnership 
debts and liabilities. But under this bill, the pow- 
ers and rights of the individual partners are in all 
respects dissimilar; and they are only responsible 
as general partners, under very special circumstan- 
ces or in cases of fraud. 

If bodies thus organized and constituted, are not 
in law corporations, the attorney general freely 
confesses that he is unable to discover what they 
are. With the attributes and capacities of a legal 
person, he however deems it not uneharitable or 
unjust to regard them as such. 

It is the opinion of the attorney general— 

1. That such partnerships as are contemplated 
by the bill would be bodies corporate, and that the 
assent of two-thirds of all the members elected, is 
requisite to the passage of a bill for their creation. 

2. As the bill assumes to provide for the crea- 
tion of an unlimited and indefinite number of these | 
corporations, at the mere pleasure of individuals, 
it is for that reason unauthorised by and in deroga- 
tion of the constitution. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL BEARDSLEY. 





ADMINISTRATION OF THE EXECUTIVE 
DEPARTMENTS. 
In the house of representatives, March 3, 1857. 
REPORT OF MR. WISE. 

The undersigned, of the committee to which was 
referred “‘so much of the president’s message as re- 
lates to the condition of the various executive de- 
partments,” &c,. begs leave to show the reasons for 
dissenting from the majority. 





The resolution of the house cf Bs mote tes 
under which this co:nmittee was appointed, was 


passed on the {7th day of January. On the 20th of 
that month, the chairman, who was serving during 
the session of the house un another committee of 
investigation, was notified by the clerk of the house 
of the appointment of this committee, after his eall- 
ing at the clerk’s office and requesting to be fur- 
nished with a copy of the resolution, and of the list 
of the committee. 

On the 2Ist day of January the committee was 
organized, and proceeded to its labors. The resolu- 
tion, it was thought, embraced every species of le- 
ese inquiry, in the fullest extent, into the con- 

ition of the various executive departments, the abi- 
lity and integrity with which they have been con- 
ducted, into the manner in which the public busi- 
ness has been discharged in all of them, and into all 
causes of complaint, from any quarter, at the manner 
in which the departments, or their bureaus and offi- 
ces, or any of their officers or agents of every de- 
scription whatever, directly or indirectly connected 
with them in any manner, officially or unofficially, in 
duties pertaining to the public interest, have fulfil- 
led or failed to accomplish the ebjects of their crea- 
tion, or have violated their duties, or have injured and 
impaired the public service and interest. ‘The scope 
of inquiry was vast and unlimited; the time in 
which to institute and accomplish investigation was 
very short and insufficient. The call for this inves- 
tigation had in fact been made early during the past 
session of congress, and was not granted until with- 
in six weeks of the close of this. Many subjects, 
therefore, of the highest importance, which requir- 
ed the strictest scrutiny and the longest time, the 
testimony as to which was to be obtained from the 
greatest distance of the extremes of the union, could 
not be touched in the short period left for the ex- 
ecution of the task of this committees There were 
many subjects, however, of deep interest, the evi- 
dence as to which was known to be near at hand, 
which could be inquired into; and, accordingly, se- 
veral of those were proposed to be examined. 

Among these, the first in importance, and the first 
proposed to be examined, were the subjects of exe- 
cutive patronage to the public press, of executive 
appointments to oflice, of the application of contin- 
gent items of appropriation, of irregular expendi- 
tures, allowances and payments, and of sinecures. 
Accordingly, at the first meeting, four distinct re- 
solutions were offered on these subjects respective- 
ly. They were submitted, as appears by the jour- 
nal, in the following form: 

1. Resolved, That the heads of the several de- 
partments be required to furnish this committee 
with a statement showing the sums of money paid 


within the year ending on the Ist of December last, 
by such departments, respectively, their agents or 
deputies, to printers or editors of newspapers, spe- 
cifying the names and residences of such printers 
and editors, and also the names and places of publi- 
cation of the newspapers owned or published by 
them, and showing the services or considerations 
for which such sums have been paid, giving each 





item as stated in the accounts of such printer or edi- 
tor. 
“2. Resolved, That the president of the United | 
States and the heads of the several executive de- 
partinents be required to furnish this committee with 
a list or lists of all officers or agents, or deputies, who 
have been appointed, or employed and paid, since 
the 4th of March, 1829, to the 1st of December last, 
by the president or either of said heads of depart- 
ments, respectively, without nomination to, or the 
advice and consent of, the senate of the United 
States; showing the names of such officers, agents 
or deputies, the sums paid to each, the services ren- 
dered, and by what authority appointed and paid. 
“3, Resolved, That the heads of the several de- 
partments be required to furnish this committee 
with a statement showing the various amounts of 
money paid within the last four years, ending on 
the Ist of December last, for contingencies, whether 
appropriated or not by law, to whom and fcr what | 
paid; showing whether any, and, if any, what ap- | 
propriations have been changed from specific to| 
other objects of expenditure than those for which) 
they were made, and how such charge was efiect-_ 
ed; and showing the amount of irregular expendi- , 
tures, allowances or payments, of every description | 
whatever, if any, made by said departments, respec- | 
tively, since the 4th day of March, 1829, to the Ist. 
of December, 1836, by treasury warrant or draft, or 
otherwise, to whom and for what made, and the au- 
thority and reasons for such expenditures; &c. 
“4. Resolved, That the heads of the several de- | 
partments be required to furnish this committee | 
with a list of all officers, agents, or deputies who | 
have, since the 4th of March, 1829, to the Ist of | 
December last, within the departments, respective-_ 
ly, received salaries, pay, or emoluments of any | 
kind, without rendering service to the government; | 
who have received salaries, &c. without being in! 





| 


<——— 
office; whose commissions have been antedate, 
who held other stations or appointments, stat,” 
fedeval, when receiving pay for particular offices bs: 
ers or who have been engaged in private ‘ a 
ployment whilst receiving pay from, and renderir, 
no service to, the government of the United States 
with the names of such officers, or agents, or do. 
ties, the sums or salaries paid to each, and the 4; e 
of service of each, respectively.” _ 

These resolutions were severally taken Up | 
turn, and amended, as appears by the journal of the 
cominittee. a 

“The resolutions submitted by Mr. Wise, at th, 
previous meeting, were taken up; and the first py. 
solution being under consideration, Mr. Mann mor. 
ed to amend the same by striking out the word . 
quired,’ and inserting the word ‘requested.’ 

“Mr. Pearce moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out ‘requested’ and inserting ‘directed;? a; 
the question being taken by ayes and nays, was 
carried in the affirmative, as follows: : 

“Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Hannegan, 
Wise—4, 

*‘Nays—Messrs. Parks, Mann, Chaney—3. 

«The question recurring on the amendment as 
amended, to strike out ‘required’ and insert direct. 
ed,’ it was carried in the affirmative, as follows: 

‘‘Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Hannegan, Lincoln, 
Wise—4. 

*«‘Nays—Messrs. Parks, Mann, Chaney—2. 

“‘Mr. Mann moved further to amend the first re. 
solution, by inserting after the words ‘agents or de. 
puties’ the words ‘without authority of law, if any, 

“Mr. Wise moved to amend the amendment by 
substituting therefor ‘with or without authority of 
law;’ and the qnestion being taken, said motion Was 
lost, as follows: * 

‘“‘Ayes—Messrs. Lincoln, Wise—2. 

“‘Nays—Messrs. Peace, Muhlenberg, Hannegai, 
Parks, Chaney—5. y 

“The question recurring on inserting Mr. Mann’s 
amendment, viz: ‘without authority of law, if any,’ 
it was carried in the affirmative, as follows: 

*‘Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hannegan, 
Parks, Mann, Chaney—6. 

““Nays—Messrs. Lincoln, Wise—2. 

“Mr. Mann moved further to amend the Ist reso- 
lution, by adding at the end of the same, the words 
‘and the reasons fer making such payments,’ which 
was carried in the affirmative, as follows: 

“A yes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hannegan, 
Parks, Mann, Chaney—6. 

‘‘Nays—Messrs. Lincoln, Wise—2. 

“Mr. Wise submitted the following amendment 
to the Ist resolution: ‘and showing the sums of mc- 
ney legally paid within the year ending on the Ist 
of December last, by such departments, respective- 
ly, their agents or deputies, to printers or editors of 
newspapers, specifying the names and residence oi 
such printers and editors, and also the names and 
places of publication of the newspapers owned or 
published by them, and showing the services and 
considerations for which such sums have been paid: 
ceiving each item as stated in the accounts of suci 
printer or editor.’ 

‘Which amendment was rejected as follows: 

“A yes—Messrs. Lincoln, Wise—2. 

‘‘Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hannegan, 
Parks, Mann, Chaney—6. 

“The question recurring on adopting the Ist re- 
solution, as amended, it was carried in the affirms 
tive, as follows: 

‘‘Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hauncga’, 
Parks, Mann, Chaney—6. 

‘“‘Nays —Messrs. Lincoln, Wise—2. 

“ir. Mann moved to amend the second resolt- 
tion, by inserting alter the words ‘Ist Decembe! 
last,’ the words ‘if any, without authority of law.’ 

“Mr. Lincoln moved to amend the amendment, 
by adding thereto, ‘or whose names are not coi 
tained in the last register of public officers, com: 
monly called the Blue Beok;’ which amendmet 
prevailed as follows: 

“Ayves—Messrs. Muhlenberg, Hannegan, Lin- 
coin, Chaney, Wise—5. 

‘“Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Parks, Mann—3. 

«Mr. Wise moved further to amend the amen¢- 
ment, by inserting before the word ‘without’ the 
words ‘with or,’ so as to read ‘with or without at: 
thority of law;’ which motion was lost as follows: 

«‘Ayes—Messrs. Lincoln, Wise—2. 

““Nays—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hanneg@”: 
Parks, Mann, Chaney—6. 

“Mr. Mann moved further to amend tie secon" 
resolution, by adding at the end thereof the follow- 
ing: ‘and what reasons fursuch appointments,’ whic? 
prevailed as follows: 
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“A yes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hanneg?": 


Parks, Mann, Chaney—6. 
““Nays—Messrs. Lincoln, Wise—2, 
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«Mr. Hannegan moved the followjng additional 
oY olution, VIZ; e . . 
re reResolved, That the various executive officers, in 
splying to the foregoing resolutions, be requested, 
nt tite same time, to furnish a statement of the pe- 
riod at which any innovations, not authorised by 


law, (i 


f such exist), had their origin, their causes, 
aad the necessity which has reqnired their continu- 


tie the question being taken, said resolution 
was adopted, as follows: : 

«Ayes—Messrs. Pearce, Muhlenberg, Hannegan, 
parks, Mann, Chaney—6. 

«Nays—Messrs. Lincoln, Wise—2. 

The obvious and proper design of the first of 
these resolutions was to ascertain the amount er 
annum of executive patronage to the press. ‘hat 
amount, judging from the evidence contained in 
the last Blue Book, was deemed to be great, and 
sudicient to influence, to a dangerous extent, the 
glitical sentiments and power of the public press, 
particularly at the seat of government, and the great 
nunber of country or village newspapers through- 
out the United States; especially when systemati- 


> 


the putronage of the appointing and removing pow- 
er to and from office. The resolution conteimplat- 


ploy and pay printers, and into the corruption of 
anplylag he laceful authority to do so to the sinis- 
ter purposes of political spay as well as into the 

lich may have been made 
to public printers. Though, as originally present- 
as of minor consequence, when compared with the 
first. In all cases, the abuses and corruptions 
which are perpetrated and committed under the 
color of law are more aggravated, inveterate and 
dangerous, than those which grow out of clear vio- 
lations of oficial duty. Usurpations are rare; they 
are generally fagrant, and they rareiy ever are the 


cause, but oftener the eliect, of corruption. The, 


latter first steals into the adininistration of the laws, 
and then prepares the pretext for the open aggres- 
sions of the former. The few accounts which may 


ment, as the journal shows. (See pages 5, 6, 7, 8). 

The second resolution embraced a subject of the 
most vital importance. An officer is one who per- 
forms public service aud receives pay or emolument 
from the government. The constitution prescribes 
the mode in which officers shall be appointed. The 
principle is sacred and vital to a republic, that the 
pusite officers, their pay, and their duties shall be 

nown to the people aud their representatives, in 
order that they may be duly responsible, and at all 
times amenableto them. It was represented to the 
committee, that many officers or agents had been 
appointed, employed, and paid by the executive, 
who were not known to the constitution and the 
laws, and whose emoluments were not appropriated 
by bills before they were employed and paid by the 
president, without the advice and consent of the 
senate or nomination, and without the appointment 
of such officers having been vested in the president 
alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads of de- 
partments. There is said and believed to be a 
long list of such officers and agents, almost as nu- 
merous as those legally appointed—such as com- 
mercial agents, special commissioners of various 
kinds, with large compensation, as in the case of 
those to settle the controversy of the Michigan and 
Ohio boundary line, and innumerable other agents 
whose pay and service are never reported, and are 
known only tu the executive. 4t was proposed to 
ascertain the entire list of such appointments since 
the 4th of March, 1829, when the president became 
responsible for the faithful execution of the laws, 
with a view of then examining the authority of law 
for appointing, employing, and paying any or all of 
them. To this resolution, also, a similar amend- 
ment was proposed, by inserting the word, ‘if any, 
without authority of law.” The same objections 
were urged again to this amendment of the 2d as to 
ithe amendment ofthe ist. Onthe one hand, it called 
upon the president and heads of departments to crimi- 
nate themselves; or, on the other, it made them their 
own judges of their own acts, and gave them the 
opportunity of acquitting themselves. These ob- 





have been paid to printers beyond what the law al- 
lows, were nothing, coinpared to the corrupting 
and bribing abuse of legal authority to discharge a 
long established press, with extensive circulation 
and numerous subscribers, from the printing of the 
laws and public advertisements, because its politics 
happened not to agree with the powers that be, or 
with the men who were to be in power; and to es- 
tablish, with pledges of the government patronage, 
a new press, without subscribers and without cir- 
culation, except through the franking privilege of 


privileged partisans for the uses of party; and to| 


organize these pensioned presses, thus brought into 
existence by the generating power of corruption, 
infoacombined phalanx of types fro:n one end of 


the nnion to the other, speaking the same words, | 


echoing the same sentiments, praising or denounc- 
ing the same men or meastires, dependent, and liv- 
ing, and moving, and having their being, in the 
same fiat of executive will! Better that the laws 
should never be published, like those of Caligula, 
80 that the people should never read them, than 
that the press, which has been called the palladium 
of civil liberty, should be subsidized and corrupted. 
It should be the organ of information—the fouutain 
of intelligence; it should b2 as independent as truth, 
as Iree as knowledge. ‘The freedom of the press 
iS one of the great bulwarks of liberty, and can 
never be restrained but by despotic governments.” 
he most hampering restraint upon it is that im- 
posed by party pains and penalties. These views 
were urzed and pressed upon your committee. A 
lnajority replied that they had no authority to ex- 
“mine, and there was no necessity to inquire into, 
the leval acts of the executive officers; that it was 
Novorious that the present executive administration 
Cll ¢istribute its patronage to presses favorable to 
i's party purposes; and more than one of the com- 
laittee was ready to enter a cognovit to the charge 
of dismissing one press, and establishing or em- 
Poving another, for reason of their politics. Ac- 
cordingly, the amendment to the first resolution 
den: oltered, to insert alter the words ‘agents or 
A the words “without authority of law, if 
, Against this it was urged that the amendment 
sed and restricted the inquiry almost totally; 
Yar If would call on the heads of departments to 
r'iminate themselves, when properly they should 
° called on for information only, and not for guilt; 
one that the committee would thereby make them 
the judges of their own acts, and deprive itseif of 
ae er to judge for itself, if they chose to re- 
"ONd generally not guilty,’ without reporting 
Simply the facts. The amendment, however, was 
“uried by votes of six members, friendly to the ad- 


| jections were again unavailing, and the amendment 
to the resolution also was adopted. 

| After these and various other amendments, and 
after adopting au additional or filth resolution, by a 
vote of 6 to 2, which was regarded at the time by 
‘some of the committee as intended to give the de- 
yartments an opportunity, and to call on them for a 
labored defence of the errors, if any, of their adini- 
'nistration, the resolutions, as amended, were adopt- 
ed, and ordered to be communicated according to 
the tenor. 

These five resolutions were adopted on Monday 
\the 23d of January. On Tuesday, the 24th of 
| January, the chairman of the comunittee addressed 
| to the president the following letter and resolutions 
enclosed therein. 


-— 


Washington, January 24, 1837. 

“Sir: I am ordered by the select committee of 
the house of representatives, appointed to inquire 
into the condition of the various executive depart- 
ments, &c. to communicate to you the enclosed 
resolutions. Respectfully, &c. 

HENRY A. WISE, Chairman. 

“To Andrew Jackson, president of the U. States.” 

The following are the resolutions enclosed as 
above: 
| 2d. Resolved, That the president of the United 
States be requested, and the heads of the several 
executive departments be directed, to furnish this 
committee with a list or lists of all officers or 
agents, or deputies, who have been appointed, or 
employed and paid, since the 4th of March, 1829, 
to the Ist of December last, (if any, without au- 
thority of law, or whose names are not contained in 
the last printed register of public officers, common- 
ly called the ‘Blue Book’), by the president, or 
either of the said heads of departments, respectively, 
and without nomination to, or the advice and con- 
sent of, the senate of the United States; showing 
the names of such officers or agents, or deputies; the 
sums paid to each; the services rendered; and by 
what authority appointed and paid; and what rea- 
sons for such appeintments. 





| 


nuance.”’ 


the committee was called upon by Mr. Mann to 
testify as a witness, and thedollowing question was 
propounded to him, to wit: 

«Do you, of your own knowledge, know of any 








| 





ministration. Every form of amendment was cf-| ments, which is either corrupt, or a violation of 
fered in vain to counteract the effect of this amend- | 


their official duties?”’ 

Another member of the House, also, the honora- 
ble John Bell, had been called on as a witness be- 
fore the committee. 

The chairman was proceeding to answer, when 
the private secretary of the president entered the 
committee room, and presented a letter signed by 
the president, as follows: 

[Here follows the letter of the president, dated 
January 26, 1837, heretofore published in this work 
—see vol LI. page 370]. | 


By this letter, it appears that the president had 
been distinctly informed of the proceedings of the 
committee. The chairman remarked upon the fact, 
and inquired whether any member of the commit- 
tee had given information to the president of its 
proceedings. The hon. Abijah Mann, jr. confessed 
immediately that he had conversed with the presi- 
dent on the subject of its proceedings, and was im- 
mediately put under examination, upon oath, in re- 
lation thereto. 

“First question by Mr. Wise to Mr. Mann: 

«Will you please to state to this committee all 
you know respecting conversations held with the 
president of the United States, either by yourself or 
any other member of this committee, in relation to 
the proceedings of this committee, the resolution 
communicated to him by the chairman, and the let- 
ter from him of this morning? 

*‘Auswer by Mr. Mann: 

‘<I saw the president of the United States, I be- 
lieve, on Tuesday evening of this week at his 
house; and, in a general conversation, he inquired 
from me what progress this committee were making 
under the resolution of the house of representatives? 
and I informed him that the chairman had submit- 
ted a series of four resolutions of a broad character, 
as I considered them, and that the committee had 
amended them, with a view, as I believed, of limit- 
ing them to a more practical and definite operation, 
so as to enable those to whom they were addressed 
to give answers thereto at the present session, by 
inserting the words ‘without authority of law’ in 
some of said resolutions, as words of limitation and 
restriction. 


“The president then told me that he would, in 
proper time, send his answer to this committee, 
after he should receive a copy ofthe resolutions. 
This, I believe, is fully the substance of the con- 
versation to which I have referred. I cannot re- 
meinber the words used, either by myself or the 
president. The president told me that he would 
desire this committee to examine, upon oath, such 
gentlemen as had charged corruptions and abuses 
against the heads of the executive departments.” 


The minority of your committee cannot but re- 
mark fully upon the extraordinary character ef this 
letter from the president, and of the proceedings of 
the committee in obedience to its request, and to 
his will as indicated therein, and to a member of 
the committee in conversation. Though it is di- 
rected to Mr. Wise, as chairman of the committee, 
whose organ merely he was in communicating its 
resolutions calling upon the president officially for 
information, yet it addresses itself to him in every 
relation of chairman of a committee, of representa- 
tive in congress, and of an individval man. Without 
stopping to comment upon the utter impropriety of 
his not discriminating at all between these relations, 
so essentially different and distinct, further than 
simply to remark that this is the first time a chief 
magistrate, in officially addressing a public fune- 
tionary, has ever lost sight of the officer in regard- 
ing the individual person whom he addressed, the 
undersigned proceeds at once to show: That this 
leiter is an OF FICIAL assumption of authority by the 
execulive over the proceedings of the house of repre- 
sentatives, and over the proceedings of one of its com- 
mittees; that it is an official altack upon the privileges 
of members of both houses of congress; and that it 
opposes an unauthorised resistance to the just powers 
of the house and its commitiee, in direct hostility to 
inviolable principles necessary to the administration of 
a free government. 


Your committee has no power to speak of its 


| personal attack upon individual members. 


“Pesolved, That the various executive officers, in | 
replying to the foregoing resolution, be requested, | president of the Uniled Siales to a letter of a chatr- 
at the same time, to furnish a statement of the | 
period at which any innovations, not authorised by | 
law, (if such exist), had their origin, their causes, | 
and the necessity which has required their conti- | 
> signed by the writer as chairman. 
On Friday, the 27th of January, the chairman of | 


‘lope, and at the end of the leticr 


act, by either of the heads of the executive depart-. 


This letter is official. Itis the ‘“‘*rnepty” of the 
man of a commitiee, covering a copy of certain reso- 
lutions purporling lo have been adopted by that com- 
millee of the house of represeniaiives. The letter, 
enclosing the resolutions of the committee, was 
The reply of 
the president is signed precisely as he signed the 
‘Jast annual message,” and all the messages sent 
by him to congress; and was directed on the enve- 
itself, on the 
inside, to the chairman of the committee; as the 
latter direction, in the point and punctuation of 
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passion itself, will emphatically show. It requests 
the chairman to lay it before the committee, and the 
committee placed it upon its journal as an official 
communication from the executive, to be reported to 
the house. 

In this official letter the president assumes autho- 
rily over the proceedings of the house. In the {first 
place, he therein assumes to supervise those pro- 
ceedings. He says this committee was appointed 
on the motion of jts chairman. What authority has 
the president for noticing—what necessity has he 
for inquiring, on whose motion a committee of the 
house is appointed? 

That the house had the power to appoint this 
committee, no one will deny; that any member had 
the right to move for its appointment, it was once 
thought no one would oppose; and that the motion 
for its appointment by one instead of another mem- 
ber constituted any part of its illegality or impro- 
priety, was never imagined before, though now we 

now its paternity constitutes its odium to the pre- 
sident. Now we have evidence that the vesabdent 
of the United States has not confined his considera- 
tion to the results of the proceedings of congress, or 
of either house; but he assumes to look behind 
those results, and to supervise and consider what 
each house, for itself alone, by the constitution, has 
power to determine—the proceedings by which it ar- 
rived at those results. He has not looked at the re- 
solution merely of the house, but to its mover and 
its advocates, and their speeches on the floor. He 
has interpreted it, not by its own words, its own 
declared sense—has expounded it, not by counter- 
propositions which failed, by substitutes which 
were refused, or by amendments which were re- 
jected; but by speeches made at the time, and other 
speeches at different times referred to, and those 
entirely on one side only of the question discussed. 
How improper it is, and to what pernicious conse- 
quences it may lead, for the executive thus te look 
beyond the order, the resolution, or the vote of 
either house, or both, the nation may clearly infer 
from how unfortunate it has been that a particular 
member was the mover for the appointment of this 
committee in this instance, and that the resolution 
from which it derived its duties and its powers was 
advocated by Aim and his “associates!” 

Again: The president assumes to control as well 
as to supervise the proceedings of the house. 

What did the house do, and what did it refuse to 
do? It referred a part of the “last annual message” 
to a select committee, WITH POWER TO SEND FOR 
PERSONS AND PAPERS, and with INSTRUCTIONS TO 
INQUIRE INTO THE CONDITION of the various ex- 
ecutive departments, &c. Whilst the resolution 
proposing this inquiry was pending, an amendment 
was offered by Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island, to in- 
struct the committee to inquire only into such spE- 
cIFIC causes of complaint as might be alleged 
against the integrity of the administration. 

These conflicting propositions—the one to in- 
quire simply whether the CONDITION OF THE DE- 
PARTMENTS was good or bad, the other to exainine 
into the truth or falsehood of specific charges which 
might be alleged—were fully discussed in the house 
of representatives. On the one hand, it was con- 
tended by the mover of the resolution which finally 

revailed, and by his “associates” who advocated 
its passage, that there was reason to believe the ad- 
ministration of the government was corrupt, and 
the executive departments to be in the worst con- 
dition. But whether corrupt or not, and whether 
that condition was good or bad, it was the duty of 
the representatives of the people, at all times when 
called on, TO INQUIRE INTO THE CONDITIUN OF 
THE GOVERNMENT. 

“That this government was instituted for the 
common benefit, protection and security of the peo- 
ple; that its form was adopted as one most effectu- 
ally SECURED AGAINST THE DANGER OF MAL- 
ADMINISTRATION; that all power is vested in, and 
consequently derived from, the people; THAT MA- 
GISTRATES ARE THEIR TRUSTEES AND SERVANTS, 
AND AT ALL TIMES AMENABLE TO THEM.” That 
if neither house of congress could nor would inquire 
into the official conduct and admiuistration of exe- 
cutive officers, the people, who could not inquire in | 
their aggregated or conventional capacity; and the 
states, which cannot, from their own organization 
and that of the federal government, institute inqui- 








government, and official conduct of public officers, 
the constitution expressly and imperatively declares 
the president “sHALL, from time to time, give to 
the congress information or THE STATE OF THE 
UNION;” and thence it is clearly implied that the 
congress HAS THE RIGHT To CALL upon the chief 
magistrate for information of the state of the union. 

Not only so, but the constitution makes the presi- 
dent, vice president, and auu civil officers of the 
United States, REMOVEABLE FROM OFFICE ON 
IMPEACHMENT; and it declares that the HovSsE or 
REPRESENTATIVES shall have the SOLE POWER OF 
IMPEACHMENT. How could the house ever know 
whether the president, vice president, or any civil 
officer of the United States, deserved to be im- 
Eaeene without inquiring into their conduct, and 

nowing its merits and demerits? How could the 
house ever know whether the president had obeyed 
the solemn injunction of the constitution, ‘to take 
care that the laws be faithfully executed,” that 
clause upon which the president has been wont to 
rely for the exercise of so many extraordinary 
powers, WITHOUT INQUIRING HOw he had dis- 
charged that important duty? 

Further. ““THE CONGRESS SHALL HAVE POWER 
to dispose of, and make all needful rules and regu- 
lations RESPECTING THE TERRITORY OR OTHER 
PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE UNITED STATEs.”” 
And how shall it know what rules and regulations 
are necessary to PROTECT THE PUBLIC LANDS, 
THE PUBLIC MONEY, unless it possesses the means 
of acquiring the information necessary, it may be, 
to protect them from the abuses and corruption of 
executive officers to whom are confided their sales 
and their safe keeping? How shall the house ever 
know without inquiry? 

In reply to all this, it was urged that there 
was NO NEcEssITY for the resolution, because the 
STANDING RULES of the house prescribing the ju- 
risdiction of committees already required the very 
inquiries proposes by the resolution to be instituted; 
that the resolution took cognizance of all kinds of 
complaints FROM ALL QUARTERS, and there would 
be no end to the investigation; that there was no 
CONSTITUTIONAL POWER IN THE House to insti- 
tute general inquiries; that such a power existed 
alone in the executive as to the departments; that 
it was unusual to institute inquiries into the condi- 
tion of the executive departments just as a presi- 
dent was about to retire from office; and that the 
resolution impugned the veracity of the president, 
and the integrity of him and his subordinate offi- 
cers. Such were the arguments urged against the 
resolution, and in favor of the amendment. 

These arguments were met by contending that 
the resolution did not authorise the committee ap- 
pointed under it to Try any officer of any depart- 
ment, on any CHARGE whatever. IMPEACHMENT 
in the house rather corresponded with INDICTMENT 
at common law in the courts. IMPEACHMENT 
must be speciric. But a resolution of Inquiry 
was not an IMPEACHMENT; and, so far from 1M- 
PLYING even a charge, it imported, “ex vi termini,” 
a WANT Of knowledge upon which to rouND a 
charge or specification. It did not even necessari- 
ly imply an investigation FoR THE PURPOSE OF 
FINDING GROUNDS FOR A CHARGE. INaQutIRy 
sought properly for a good condition, and a FAITH- 
FuL conduct of public officers; and only exposed a 
BAD condition and corrupr conduct, IF sucH 
SHOULD BE FOUND on due and fair investigation. 
And in this consisted the distinction between In- 
QUIRY and INQUISITION. Inquisition seeks for the | 
CRIMINAL motives and conduct of PRIVATE indivi- 
duals in their PRIVATE AFFAIRS, and often extorts 





confession of guilt from pain where there is no} 
crime. INn@utry into the condition and conduct of | 
puBLIC affairs is a RIGHT OF LEGISLATORS. In-| 
QUISITION into the condition and conduct of pri- | 
VATE affairs is No right even of the sovernIGn | 
POWER. INQUISITION would violate the 4th arti- | 
ticle of the amendments of the constitution. The | 
resolution of inquiry did not invade the secnrity of | 
these rizhts, as was urged by those in favor of the | 
amendment proposed. That article reads: “The 


| rights of the people to be secure in their persons, | 
houses, papers and eifects, against UNREASONBLE | economy and expenditure. 


SEARCHES and seizures, shall not be violated.”’ | 
This right is the right of the people. Are the) 


executive departments and their officers the people? | 
ries at all efficiently, could never be informed of| They belong to the people; thourh the history of! performed the duties assigned to them. 
the official conduct of their federal officers; and | governments proves too sadly that, without cons 
these officers would, in effect, become irresponsi- | 


— FT 
at any time to give an account of their stewards); 
The inquiry proposed by the resolution was not 
deemed unreasonable. ; 

What were the standing rules of the house? The 

e e 
57th rule made it the duty of the committee ,; 
ways and means ‘to examine into the state of the »). 
veral executive departments, &c. and to report, fro, 
time to time, such provisions and arrangements “ 
may be necessary to add to the economy of ihe 4,. 
partments, and the accountability of their officers» 
The 65th rule made it the duty of the committee ,, 
public expenditures to examine into the state of 
the cabal public departments, &c. The 77th ryj, 
makes it the duty of the committee on pubiic ac. 
counts, respectively, to examine into the state of 
the accounts, &c. submitted to them, and to report 
particularly— 

“Whether the expenditures of the respective depart. 
ments are justified by law. hether the claims 
from time to time satisfied and discharged by the 
respective departments are supported by sufficicy 
vouchers establishing their justness both as to their 
character and amount. 

‘‘Whether such claims have been discharged out 
of funds appropriated therefor; and whether all mo. 
neys have been disbursed in conformity with appro. 
priation laws; and whether any, and what, provi- 
sions are necessary to be adopted, to provide more 
perfectly for the proper application of public mo. 
neys, and to secure the government from demands 
unjust in their character, or extravagant in their 
amount. 

And it shall be, moreover, the duty of the said 
committees to report, from time to time, whether 
any, and what, retrenchment can be made in the ex. 
penditures of the several departments, without de. 
triment to the public service; whether any, aurd what 
abuses at any time exist in the failure to enforce the 
payment of moneys which may be due to the 
United States from public dc faulters or others; and 
to report, from time to time, such provisions and 
arrangements as may be necessary to add to the 
economy of the several departments, and the account- 
ability of their officers.” 

Such were some of the rules, the standing rules of 
the house; and they are quoted to shdW the NEcEs- 
sity and the PRECEDENT for general and searching 
inquiry. The second argument was inconsistent 
with the first, that the resolution of inquiry should 
specify charges. In these standing rules were com- 
mittees of inquiry instituted without oath or affir- 
mation, or notice or specification of charges. If the 
resolution of the house was inquisitorial, these rules 
were, and had been, from the earliest period of the 
existence of the house itself, sTANDING INQUISI- 
TIons! There was the duty enjoined to examine in- 
to the sraTe of the several executive depart:nents. 
There was a search for Any and WHATEVER abus?s 
might be found to exist, and a report of them requr- 
ed. Was it ever dreamed before that these stand- 
ing rules were inguisitorial? No! They were the 
institutions of wise and jealous patriots, to ensure 
that “eternal vigilance’? which is the price of li- 
berty! 

To the argument that there was no necessity, 
however, for the resolution of inquiry whilst these 
rules remained, it was urged that, though these 
rules instituted precisely the same kind of inquiry 
as did the resolution, and with no more specilica- 
tion or intimation even of charges, yet they were 
not so comprehensive or extensive. They related 
to the state of the several public DEPARTMENTS 
only. The resolution proposed to reach acts an 
proceedings of officers not to be found in the DF- 
PARTMENTs—such acts as have been kept from the 
record. The resolution was intended to reac 
agents in fact who were not officers of the govert- 
ment in form—to ascertain the public duties pe™ 
formed by persons not known to the laws, and not 
responsible at all for any duty, by bond or other 
wise—to find out by whom these duties had bee? 
performed, by whose order, how performed, {oF 
what compensation, and by whom paid. 

The duties of these committees related particu 
larly to appropriations only, to the conformity © 
disbursements with the laws, and to subjects & 
They did not embrace 
fully the delicate subject of common honesty and 
purity in the administration of the government. 

But the truth was, these committees never hal 
Some ol 


stant | the committees on public accounts had failed to sit 


vigilance and strict superintendence over them by| or act at all. 


They had generally been compos 


ble, from their acts, except such as they might of| the people or by their representatives, the people | of very good friends of the president and the a- 


themselves disclose, being unknown. 

In aldition to this general reason, founded upon | 
the right of the people and of the states to know | 
the true condition of their federal government, and | 
the actings and doings of its officers, and upon the 
duty of the representatives of both the people and 


the states to report to them upon that condition of 





soon become to belong to them! «To be secure in 


their persons, houses, papers and effects.”” Are the | 
departments the private houses, papers and effects 


of the erecutive officers? 


mere trustees and servants, who might be called on 


ie : , 
ministration, and generally had shown their = 
confidence in both, by holding neither accountable 
to theinselves or to others. It was true one meli- 


| ber of one of these committees had, during the lest 
Had these officers the right to be secure in them! 


from all inguiry? It was thought that they were | counts of the department of state particularly; but, 


winter, exposed some astonishing items, in the ac- 


with the exception of his labors, the country h@ 
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ed the benefit of no efficient superintendence 
enjo ublic expenditures whatever. 

sa answer to the third objection, it was replied 
that the resolution was no broader than the presi- 
dent’s own message, and used its own language for 
the greater part. It was shown that though more 
extended, it was quite as specific as any’resolutions 
of inquiry which had ever preceded it. For ex- 
ample, what was the resolution under which the 
celebrated post office committee, which exposed 
such stupendous fraud, corruption and mal-admi- 
nistration, Was appointed? 

«Mr. Connor, by leave, submitted, June 26, 1834, 
the following resolution: 

«Resolved, That a committee be appointed to 
examine the condition and proceedings of the post of- 

ce department, with power to send for persons and 
papers,” Ke. ‘ 

What could be more general and indefinite? Not 
to quote further precedents from the journals of 
conzress, which In some sense might be extended 
ex parte, and in favor ofits own power, an executive 
authority on the point was cited—-an authority which, 
with the president, should have had the greatest 
possible weight, not only because it was his own, 
but because it was his when just “fresh from the 
people,” who had just triumphed in a severe strug- 
ele with officers who were accused in their places 
with being corrupt, and whose abuses the president 
was elected to reform, and pledged himself to re- 
form. In his first message to congress, in December, 
1829, the present chief magistrate himself held this 
strong republican language: re 

“In connexion with this subject,” [ frauds on the 
treasury,] “1 invite the attention of congress to a 
general and minute inquiry into the condition of the 
government, with a view to ascertain what offices 
could be dispensed with, what expenses retrenched, 
and what improvements may be made in the orga- 
nization of its various parts, to secure the proper re- 
sponsibility of public agents, and promote efficiency 
and justice in ull its operations.” 

If this INVITATION was meant SINCERELY, why 
now the president’s opposition to a ‘“‘general and 
minute inquiry,” when his recommendation has 
never been pursued, without a specific bill of im- | 
peachment first laid, which could not possibly be | 
found without a previous inquiry for facts? Have 
the uses and abuses of power changed his opinions, 
or is it because he himself is now implicated? 

One of the very objects of a resolution oi inquiry 
may be to ascertain and establish facts upon which 
to found specific charges. If members knew al- 
‘eady, there would be no necessity to inquire. A 
member might know, generally, that particular in- 
formation was within the knowledge of a certain 
witness: that witness might be an executive of- 
ficer. What authority would the member alone 
have to compel that witness to disclose to him facts, 
circumstances, particulars of time, place and sums, | 
every article of narration necessary to constitute a 
specific charge? If the charge should be inac- 
curately laid, the probata would not agree with the 
allerata, and the evidence would be excluded, 
though it might show the deepest zuilt in some other 
crime or misdemeanor than that charged in the spe- 
cification. Such mode ofingniry upon specific com- 
plaints only would be but a trap for honest inquirers 
for the truth of good or bad administration. Who 
best know the facts which would constitute the guilt 
of executive officers, superior or inferior? The best 
Witnesses are executive officers themselves—wit- 
hesses who now dare not speak—whose mouths are 





duty because the president, or any thing that was 


crimes Of PRIVATE individuals, even against the 
laws and treaties of the United States, exists in 
every branch of the government. Whence derived 
the executive the powers to ferret out who burnt 
the treasury buildings, and to reward the active, 
energetic citizen, whose sagacity and perseverance 
apprehended the incendiary? Whence derived the 
president the authority to inquire into the causes of 
the Seminole and Creek wars, and into the frauds 
of officers, and individuals, in purchasing Indian 
reservations? The power and the duty of every 
branch of government, to inquire generally and 
minutely, was never before doubted or denied in 
he history of this government. If half the zeal 
and activity to prevent and detect frauds, to ascer- 
tain and arrest the causes of Indian hostilities, or to 
prosecute Indian wars, had been employed, that 
have been systematically exerted to 1nQuUIRE into 
the political opinions of men, the frontiers would 
not now be ravaged by savage massacres, the na- 
tional honor would not have been tarnished, the 
national arms not disgraced and the government 
would not now be decaying with corruption, and 
groaning under oppression. 

The objection to the resolution, that it had not 
been introduced until the president was about to 
retire from office, was not correct, either in fact or 
principle; that resolution, in substance, had not 
been delayed until he was about to retire; an at- 
tempt had been repeatedly, but unsuccessfully, 
made to call upon him and his subordinates for due 
accountability the session before the present. But 
if not, it was thought that the very time to settle 
the accounts with the public servants was when 
they were about to leave public employment. Was 
it forgotten how rigidly and unsparingly the ad- 
ministration of his predecessor had been held ac- 
countable by congress? An able examination of 
laborious search, then made, found nothing com- 
pared with the stupendous frauds, the magnificent 
abuses, the foul corruption, the secret guilt, the 
open and unblushing profligacy and extravagance 
which are alleged now to despoil our government, 
and to disgrace its administration. 

In answer to the objection, that the resolution 
would impugn the veracity and integrity of the pre- 
sident and heads of departments, it was replied that 
such might be its effect, but such was the argument 
of vassels in respect to an autocrat. That the re- 
solution was not to try the truth of AccUSATIONS 
on the one hand, or of SELF-ACQUITTALS on the 
other; it was simply ro rnqurre. Butif it did 
thus impugn the executive, so did the sTaANDING 
RULES of the house, and so did every guaranty 
and security which had ever been provided against 
the danger of mal-administration. That it was the 
duty of freemen not to trust implicitly and ignorant- 
lv, every thing to rulers. And were the repre- 
sentatives to fail or falter in the discharge of their 


his, stood in the way? There was no such thing 
as “scandalum magnatum” in this government.— 
True, members were warned that heavy penalties 


president has said that the heads of departments 
shall devote themselves to their public business in 
preference to any calls for information, which he 
was _— to denounce as illegal and unconstitu- 
ticnal. 

But the president has assumed not only to super- 
vise and control the proceedings of the house; he 
has directly assumed to supervise, and has actually 
controlled, the proceedings of its committee. His 
letter clearly discloses that he had been informed by 
some one, necessarily a member of the committee 
too, that its first proceeding was to pass a series of 
resolutions; that they were introduced by the chair- 
man; and that they are amended ina particnlar man- 
ner in their passage. It was believed that a system 
of espoinage was in operation in this metropolis, 
and began to be felt throughout every precinct of 
power in the land; but it was not imagined that a 
member of congress on a committee would regularly 
report its proceedings to the president, without 
license to do so. That member of this committee 
was immediately put upon his oath, and testified 
that the president inquired of him for information 
respecting the proceedings of the committee. If 
he had told the chief magistrate of all the proceed- 
ings as particularly as he did of some of the facts, 
he would have informed him that the resolutions, 
which the chairman introduced to the committee, 
were in nowise obnoxious to the president’s objec- 
tions; he would have told him that the chairman 
proposed not to inquire whether he had done any 
act “without authority of law;” that he asked not the 
president to furnish evidence against himself, and 
imputed to him no guilt. ‘Fhe resolution sent to the 
president, as originally prepared, called for the evi- 
dence only of the public record; that of itself, it was 
known, would convict him, if guilty. What impu- 
tation of guilt was there in that resolution? Did it 
not call for information as to ‘particular transac- 
tions?” Did it ask the president to convict bimself 
more than he was already convicted by the RECoRD? 

The president’s own friends, he should have been 
told, interpolated the odious words “if any, without 
authority of law,” against the consent of the mover 
and his ‘‘associates.”” The very informer who ren- 
dered these resolutions odious to the president, by 
telling him they were introduced by the chairman, 
should also have told him that the words which im- 
pute to him guilt, and which ask him to furnsh evi- 
dence against himself, WERE INTRODUCED BY THE 
INFORMER HIMSELF. 

The resolution merely called for an account of 
official acts, as evidenced by the public record, 
which every officer is bound to exhibit when called 
for by competent authority; the amendment called 
on that officer himself to pick therefrom the evi- 
dence alone which would convict him of violation 
of law. The onsect of this amendment may have 
been TO RENDER THE RESOLUTION IMPROPER, 
and the mover of it may have acted under instruc- 
tions todo so. The undersigned will not affirm 
this to be so. But if the intention was not to put 





and curses of public odium would be heaped on 
them in conflict with a popular chief magistrate, 
whose frown has heretofore withered and blasted 
most men who have dared to incur his displeasure; 
but with those who dared to do their duty, without 
fear, favor or affection, their sense of duty was 
stronger than their fear or their veneration for any 
man or any name; they were consoled with the vir- 
tuous reflection, that they who DESERVED ignominy 
and reproach were NoT THOSE who honestly sought 





stopped by the hard necessity for bread—whose 


for purity in the administration of the government 








the committee in the wrong, in order that the presi. 
dent might obtain an advantage over it, by having 


‘it fully in his power to denounce its proceedings, it 
| certainly was thought to be the intention of the presi- 


dent’s friends, and it is but justice to their kind feel- 
ings towards him to say so, to trmiT the call as 
much as possible, to make the executive officers 
alone the JUDGES OF THEIR OWN ACTS, and to 
afford them the opportunity of ACQUITTING THEM- 
SELVES by simply replying ““wE HAVE MADE No 
APPOINTMENTS, EMPLOYED NO OFFICERS OR 
AGENTS, PAID NONE witHouT AUTHORITY 





lips are hermetically sealed by an arbitrary pro- | which cannot live without it, but rather they who|OF LAW.” The majority of the committee took 


scription! 
The amendment proposed to the resolution of the 


honse, so far from inviting or challenging any one 


to bring forward specifie charges and proof, would, 
under all the pains and penalties of removal from 
office, and of prosecution, after removal, in the 
sanctuary of private life, ever have FORBIDDEN the 
BEST INFORMED WITNESSES of the truth to speak. 
“SPEAK IF you DARE!” ‘“ACCUSE IF YOU DARE!” 
Would have been its language in tones not to be 
mistinderstood by any dependent on executive pa- 
tronage, 

The resolution referred to anu time. True; but 
the amendment proposed gave no time. A long 
Session might be spent in threading a dark laby- 
rinth for facts on which to found a specific com- 
plaint; when “a general and minute inquiry” would 
atonce reveal many facts, and the witnesses be com- 
pelled to speak, and possibly be protected from 
proscription by the mandate of a summons and the 
solemnity of an oath. They might not then be ex- 
cused, even in these times, for telling the WHOLE 
truth in its proper garb. 

lhe power to inquire into the condition uf go- 
vernment was proved to he in congress, or nowhere 
under the constitution. The power to inquire into 


seek to conceal the corruption which is gnawing 
‘on its vitals. 

Upon this discussion, the house of representatives 
rejected the amendment requiring specific charges, 
‘and thereby declared that such should nor be re- 

quired before ‘‘general and minute inquiry.” The 
president has said, in direct contradiction to this, 
that he will reper, all inquiry as he would the 
establishment of a SPANISH INQUISITION, unless 
icharges snecific and tangible are made. 

| The house has declared that a member shall not 
‘he required to prefer an accusation BEFORE he 
‘inquires into the condition of government; the 
president declares he shall be so required; and, if 
he does not prefer charges, or prove them when 
made, he denounces him and his associates as the 
authors of unfounded calumnies. 

The honse declared that inquiry should nor be 
converted into impeachment; the president declares 
that the house shall not inquire unless it does im- 
‘peach. 
| ‘The honse declared this committee to be NECEs- 








. i 
/SARy and proper; the president has denounced if, 


‘in effect, to be UNNECESSARY and IMPROPER. 
| The house has said that the committee sHALL 
‘have power to send for persons and papers; the 


all means of forming a judgment or opinion them- 
selves, and afforded the executive officers the op- 
portunity of saying generally, according to their 
/own good opinion of their own acts, ““WE ARE NOT 
GuILty.” With this decided advantage, sought and 
obtained for them through THEIR OWN FRIENDS, 


guilt, INSURE ACQuUITTAL by the accused parties’ 
own judgment, what are we to infer from their 
STANDING MUTE? Now thatthe president has nor 
availed himself of this opportunity of pleading ‘‘not 
guilty,” or FINDING HIMSELF INNOCENT, What 
must the world infer from his complaint against his 
own friends, that they called on him to furnish 
evidence to convict himself? Might they not dare 
to sngzest that he has not been over cautious in 
adinitting that he would be obliged to convict him- 
self, HE himself being the judge of the evidence? 
The very object of their amendment was to afford 
him the chance of acquitting himself; and yet he 
complains that HE CANNOT DO so, and reproaches 
his friends for seeking to make him his own accuser 
‘con the authority of that body, in which alone, by 
the constitution, the power of impeaching him and 
his advisers is vested.”’ Sad dilemma, indeed, in 
which such obliging friends have placed him— 








by amendments which, though they do impute’ 
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forcing him to edmit HE CANNOT ACQUIT HIMSELF! 
And one house of congress cannot pass a declara- 
tory resolution upon the president’s acts, without 
impugning his motives, BECAUSE IT IS TO TRY; 
the other cannot inguire into his official conduet, 
though both his acts and motives have, as he alleges, 
been impugned, BECAUSE IT I8 TO IMPEACH! 
To what, then, has he resolved the executive? To 
an inscrutable, Fe psi unchecked, and un- 
balanced branch of the government, which has all 
the power of committing every abuse of law, and 
violation of duty with impunity, and all the power 
of concealment with certainty. — 

Here it might well be solemnly asked, if his am- 
bition had not lately been sufficiently glutted with 
humbling the senate to the desecration of its own 
inviolable records for his sake, not to have been 
insatiable in seeking to subdue also the other house 
of congress, which is peculiarly the house of the 
people, and which for years has, in too many in- 
stances, been more than indulgent to his will? In 
the name of the country, he might have spared 
some check upon the will, and not left all a wreck, 
a sacrifice at the shrine of ONE MAN! 

The president not only assumed to suPERVISE 
the proceedings of the committee, but to conTRoL 
them by a bold REQuEsT, which every one at all 
acquainted with his powerful influence well knows 
how to denominate AN ORDER. 

It appears that the resolutions of the committee 

were adopted on Monday, the 23d; that Mr. Mann 
informed the president of the proceedings on Tues- 
day, the 24th, before the president received the let- 
ter of the chairman on the same evening; that THEN 
the president told him he wovutp, in proper time, 
send, his answer to the committee, after he should 
receive a copy of the resolutions; and that HE WoULD 
DESIRE THE COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE, UPON 
OATH, SUCH GENTLEMEN AS HAD CHARGED CoR- 
RUPTION AND ABUSES AGAINST THE HEADS OF 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS; that on Friday, the 
27th, less than three days thereafter, Mr. Mann 
called on the chairman, and on Mr. Bell, to answer 
the general question ‘whether they, of their own 
knowledge, knew of any acts, by either of the exe- 
cutive departments, either corrupt or a violation of 
their official duties?” On that very day the letter 
of the president was handed to the chairman, whilst 
he was in the act of testifying; that the letter of the 
president itself did request the committee to call 
upon the chairman, and his associates, and every 
other member of congress who had made the gene- 
ral charge of corruption, to testify before God and 
our country whether they knew of any specific cor- 
ruption or abuse of trust in the executive depart- 
ments; and if so, what it was; and that on Satur- 
day, the 28th, the hon. John Beil was sworn, and 
the hon. B. Peyton and I’. W. Pickens, of the house, 
and the hon. John C. Calhoun and H. L. White, of 
the senate, were ordered to be summoned upon the 
motion of Mr. Mann. From this statement of facts 
it seems impossible to doubt that the president of 
the United States did inquire about the acts of the 
committee; was informed by a member of the com- 
mittee concerning its proceedings; did indicate to 
that meimber, in conversation, and afterwards to the 
committee itself, in writing, his desire that it should 
call upon members of congress to testify to the truth 
of their speeches made on the floor of either house 
in debate; that the member and the committee 
obeyed his desire and request, and did cause those 
members of congress to be summoned to testify in 
the manner the president had indicated in conver- 
sation and in his letter. 

Thus the president first repelled the inquiry from 
the executive, and then turned it upon the two 
houses of congress. He first denounced the com- 
mitttee as worse than a Spanish inquisition, and 
then actually made his denunciation true by con- 
verting it into what he denounced. He condemned 
its acts as unconstitutional, and then made them so. 
He gave it the very character he condemned, and 
made its proceedings as cdious as he would have 
them to be, in attacking the privileges of the repre- 
sentatives of the states and of the people. He has in- 
vaded these privileges, and violated the constitu- 
tion, BY HOLDING MEMBERS OF BOTH HOUSES OF 
C )NGRESS DIRECTLY ACCOUNTABLE TO HIM FOR 
WORDS SPOKEN IN DEBATE. He has called upon 
them to swear, before Ged and the country, to the 
truth of their speeches on the floor; thus holding 
them accountable, in the most odious and insulting 
manner, in the form of a rest OATH. He first in- 
timated his desire toa member of the committee, 
whe was so swift to obey his merest wish, that the 
chairman was called on to swear to the truth of 
what he had spoken, before even the official request 


by letter had reach the committee. Both his verbal | honesty in this government, its strength, its dignity, 


presentatives, to purge themselves on oath of their 
contempt to the executive! They obeyed—not the 
mandate of the president, or the summons of the 
committee, but a sense of obligation to the country, 
to show that their speeches were not the declama- 
tion of demagogues, not ad captandum harrangues, 
not merely “‘SsPARGERE VOCES,” to excite false 
alarms or to raise a senseless clamor, but that THEY 
SOLEMNLY BELIEVED THE TRUTHS THEY HAD 
UTTERED, AND WERE READY TO SEAL THAT BE- 
LIEF WITH THEIR OATHS; at the same time pro- 
testing against the abuse and outrage upon their 
privileges. Happy if the oarus of these witnesses 
shall not produce more direful effects than their 
speeches; and happier still, for the nation, if there 
shall be another foundation stone left for civil liber- 
ty -to rest on, when the FREEDOM OF DEBATE 
SHALL THUS BE DESTROYED! 

The constitution expressly provides that ‘ror 
ANY SPEECH OR DEBATE IN EITHER HousF, the 
senators and representatives SHALL NOT BE QUES- 
TIONED IN ANY OTHER PLACE.” The object of 
this constitutional provision was to provide for such 
cases as that now under consideration: CAsEs 
WHERE THE SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES 
MIGHT DEEM IT THEIR DUTY TO COMMENT AND 
SPEAK FREELY UPON THE CONDUCT OF PUBLIC 
OFFICERS AND OTHERS. Who now will dare thus 
to speak in debate, if he may be called by the presi- 
dent to swear on the holy evangelist to the truth of 
every SUSPICION which he may feel it his sacred 
duty to utter, under the pain and penalty of being 
branded, by the highest authority in the land, with 
the infamy of falsehood and calumny? If this be 
tolerated, the representative’s mind must endure the 
weightiest convictions, but his tongue must be si- 
lent; the people must remain ignorant of their ru- 
lers, unless he have the hardihood to peril every 
thing personal for their sake and the public good. 

After what has been said, it is not deemed neces- 
sary to show that the president has opposed a vio- 
lent resistance to the just powers of the house and 
its committee, in direct hostility to every principle 
of liberty and law, justice and right. So far as his 
attack has been purely personal upon members of 
either house, it becomes them to remember that he 
is honored by office and by age. But the under- 
signed cannot refrain from saying, that if they had 
spread before them the whole catalogue of execu- 
tive offences against law, liberty, right, reason, 
justice, truth, principle, precedent, the constitution 
and the country, however numerous and aggravated 
they may be, or have been, as the prison-houses of 
the departments might disclosee—they would scarce- 
ly expect to find one more ruthless THAN THIS OF- 
FICIAL ACT of the president, characterized as it is 
by the worst of principles, prejudices and passions, 
_IN VIOLATION OF HIS DUTY, AND INJURIOUS TO 
|\THE PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS AND TO PRIVATE 
/PeRSONS. The house—the congress—the nation, 
should REBUKE this act with patriotic indignation 
—with the indignation of freemen, of jealous lovers 
of liberty, and of the law by which it is secured. 
They should pery it as they do treason and tyran- 
ny. Imfthis executive act and its principles be sus- 
tained, and go unrebuked—if it be settled that there 
shall be No rnqutry into the condition of the go- 
vernment, WITHOUT SPECIFIC CHARGES AGAINST 
\ITS OFFICERS—that inquiry is TRIAL and INQUI- 
|sirion—that public officers are to be secure in 
TiiEIR departments, and the houses, papers and 
eflects BELONGING TO THE PEOPLE, as prixate 
|persons are in theirs—that public officers are, as 
the people, free from scrutiny—that they are not 
;subject, neither indeed can be, to reasonable ac- 
countability—that they must be impeached before 
they can be called on to report to the people—that 
Select committees shall not be appointed to ascer- 
tain abuses—that azents unknown to the law may 
be protected, for that very reason, froin all search 
‘into their conduct—that there shall be no general 
‘and minute investigation—that there is no consti- 
tutional power in the house of representatives to 
Inquire into the conduct of executive officers—that 
there shall be no inquiry, because it may impugn 
| the veracity and integrity of the president, when 
| that is the best of all reasons for inquiry—that in- 
'quiries shall tend to render odious those who insti- 
tute them—that the president may supervise and 
control the proceedings of both houses of congress 
and of their committees—ihat he may resist their 
Just powers—that he may convert their committees 
of inquiry into inquisitions upon themselves—that 
he may officially denounce their proceedings, gross- 
ly insult their members in the discharge of their 
duties, and violently trample upon their most sa- 
cred privileges—then is utterly gone all purity, all | 














and written, his secret and cpen order, were sum- | its glory, its freedom itself! 


marily obeyed by instantly summoning hoary and | 


Besides the letter of the 26th of Jannary, the 


honored senators, and youn,, and inexperienced re- president addressed another, dated January 31st, 





(see 61st page of printed journal), equally pep. 
hensible in its tone and temper, and quite’as }),), 
handed in its assumption of authority. Onthe any 
of January the honorable Hugh Lawscn Whit, . 
the senate, read a paper to the committee, ascii’. 
his reasons for consenting to testify. In that pa ‘ 
he used the following language: , 

“For many years I have been on the most jn: 
mate and confidential terms with the chief maps. 
trate. We have conversed with and writte, t 
each other perhaps with as much freedom as jf ka 
had been brothers: much that has passed was e 
course, highly confidential. I should hold myself 
disgraced by designedly bringing any matiers 9 
this kind before the public.”’ 

On the 4th of February, Mr. Mann laid the fy, 
lowing letter before the committee, as commny} 
cated to him by the president: a 

‘January 31, 1837. 

«To the commitice of invesligation, 

of which Mr. H. 42. Wiseis chairmen: 

“Being casually informed that judge White. o 
the senate of the United States, before the cai 
committee of investigation into abuses, Ke. eheree, 
against the executive departments, has stated thy 
he and myself have had many confidential conye. 
sations, and intimaiing that there was sou.cthine 
that would be prejudicial to me, (the presidc ut), jj 
disclosed, I therefore absolve him from all cbligs. 
tions of confidence in regard to any thing that jes 
passed between us. 

«IT wish every conversation had or held with him, 
on all and every subject, faithfully disclosed, with 
the time when, and the place where; and I hope 
the committee will interrogate him as to every 
point or mattcr of confidence that ever existed be. 
tween us. ANDREW JACKSON.” 

This letter, it will be observed, is dated the 31s 
of JANUARY, THE PAY AFTER THE SENATOR READ 
HIS REASONS FOR TESTIFYING to the committee, 
And again, it is shown on the face, anc by the first 
words of the letter, that he was quickly informed 
of what was done in the committee; and again, the 
same man communicated the president’s wishes to 
call on a particular witness to disclose, and to have 
that witness particularly interrogated. 

The heads of the executive departments, in their 
replies to the committee, followed the courtly ex- 
ample of the president. In reply to the letter en- 
closing the five resglutions of the committee, the 
secretary of state addressed the chairman of the 
committee the following communication: 

‘Department of state, January 23, 1857. 

“Srr: I bad the honor to receive your letter of 
the 24th instant, enclosing five resolutions adopted 
by the committee of which you are chairman, di- 
recting me to answer, as the head of this depart- 
ment, certain inquiries therein contained. It is 
proper that I should remind the committee that the 
secretary of state is not and cannot be put officially 
under the direction of any committee of congress. 
As a witness, he is, like any other citizen, subject 
to be called upon questions touching tbe actual or 
contemplated impeachment of the chief magistrate, 
or other officer of government, fer violations 0! 
constitutional obligations. In calls for information 
even, it is the duty of the head of this department 
to withhold it, if any should be asked for concerning 
wegen of its business, until directed to furnish it 

v the president of the United States. Information 
which is within the power of the department, wiih 
the exception of that which is confidential, has at ail 
times been, with all convenient speed, furnished (0 
any of the committees of congress, or any of ifs met 
bers whenever it has been desired. I should be 0° 
happy to consider the resolutions you have enclos¢é 
to me of this character, and to answer them accor: 
ingly; but they are so presented as to oblige me ‘0 
refuge a compliance with their “directions.” [a 
directed to communicate what has been done by 
myself or my predecessors without authority of law 
in the expenditures of this department, within t¢ 
pericd designated in them. Self-respect forbids @ 
reply as to myself; as to my predecessors, I shou 
not become their accuser if I thought they had cor- 
mitted errors, and certainly shall not vindicate them 
while following their example. That the coz- 
mittee may judge for ifseif whether any of the ex 
penditures made in this department are contrary '0 
law, I have the honor to make known to them, 
through you, the sonurees where information is ' 
be obtained of all the money that has been expendet 
under its direction. The enclosed documents wl 
effect that purpose, and will, at the same time, 
trust, protect me from any false inferences for Te 
fusing to be put under question as to the legality of 
my own conduet. , ; 

“ff, in any part of this action of the departmen', 
furth: r'explanations should be wished for, or a1) 
facts wanted, deemed important, and supposed to ¥¢ 
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> ment will, in due time, be most cheerfully exhibit- 
® ed. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 










| office, to which the committee is respectfully re- 
| ferred for the details which they ask. 


' been made from the one to the other. 


- out authority of law.’ 





© ing the objects of the committee, when obtained. 


) me for other purposes to be so employed. 


© committee, as promptly as possible, all the informa- 
| tion having reference to the case contained in its 


| books and files. And if clerical force adequate to | 
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a 
ossession, I hope the committee will apply 
i be immediately transmitted, 


in its 
sot cae and they wil 
if within its reach. ; 
«] have the honor to be, sir, your obedient ser- 
aa ‘ JOHN FORSYTH. 
‘in Henry A. Wise, chairman committee house of 
reps. to inquire into the executive departments,”’ &c. 
In reply to a similar letter, the postmaster general 
addressed the following answer: 
«Post office department, February 3, 1837. 
«Srr: Your letter of the 24th instant, enclosing 
sundry resolutions adopted by the committee of 
which you are chairman, lias been received. 
«The contingent appropriation of this departinent 
is expended by an agent appointed by the post- 
master geperal. The moneysare placed to his credit 
in bank, by a warrant drawn by the secretary of 
the treasury upon the requisition of the postmaster 
veneral. All contingent bills are allowed by the 
postmaster general; and all checks drawn for thei: 
Fayment have his approval written on their face, 
the bank being instracted to pay none others drawn 
by the agent on that fund. The contingent ae- 
counts of the department have been settled down 
to the Ist January, 1837, and the accounts and 
vouchers are presumed to be on file in the register’s 


\ There is no 
other appropriation controlled by the postmaster 
general, except the general one for the service of 
the post office department; and no transfers have 


«These resolutions further require the heads of 
departments to communicate information to the 


which may have been done or made by them ‘with- 


“If the words ‘without authority of law,’ are to 
be construed as meaning 7a violation of law, the comn- 
mittee will perceive that the report of a single case 
by the heads of departments, under their own ad- 
ministration, would, ipso facto, be an admission that 
they had violated the laws; and the report of any 
case of an earlier date would be to make sucha 





- charge against their predecessors. It is presumed | 
? the committee did not mean to compel the heads of | 


departments to become tne accusers of themselves | 


or their predecessors; and that the words ‘without | 
' authority of law’ must be construed as meaning | 


merely cases not provided for in express terms, | 
but authorised, or supposed to be authorised, by | 
general provisions. 

“[n this sense no objection exists, in principle, to, 
giving the most ample answer. But in this depart- | 
ment an answer cannot be given without a minute | 
search through the books, and overhauling probably | 
more than 30,000 accounts. Nearly the whole force | 
of the department and of the auditor’s office would | 


| have to be withdrawn from the current business, to | 
the incaleulable injury of the 


public service, and | 
employed in searching out thousands of items which | 
cannot be of the least practical utility in promot- | 


I do not feel authorised, in the discharge of my 
duiies to the public, to suffer the clerks furnished 


_ “Ii, however, there be any specific case or cases 
in which abuse or corruption in the expenditures of 
this department shail be charged, I shall consider it 
my duty, when informed thereof, to lay before the 


the object be furnished ine by law, the specific ap- 
plication of every dollar of the funds of this depart- 


“AMOS KENDALL. 
‘Hon. Henry A. Wise, chairman,” &c. &c. 


In like manner the secretary of the treasury an- | tl 
|does not, in my opinion, confer upon them power 


swered as follows: 
“Treasury department, January 39, 1837. 
“Str: I had the honor, en the 28th inst. to re- 
celve your letter, dated the 24th, and enclosing 


committee intend to embrace, under this question, 
a list of ail officers, agents, or deputies, not both 
nominated to the senate and included in the Blue 
Book, though appointed under what is considered 
due authority of law, and wish an account of their 
respective duties, compensation, and the date of the 
origin of their authority, &c. since 1829, it would 
probably require all the spare force in this office 
for many months to comply with that wish in all 
its details, as it would embrace all the revenue of- 
ficers in twenty to thirty cutters, all the agentsto 
build light houses, custom houses, bridges, branch 
mints, &c. all subordinate custom house officers, 
and too many others for recital. But the appoint- 
ments, payments, and vouchers connected with all 
these, appear in the proper offices. 

“In answer to the third resolution, I would ob- 
serve that the yearly reports of expenditures made 
to congress, including that presented at the com- 
m?ncement of the present session, on the subject 
of contingencies, contain, it is believed, all request- 
ed on this subject. None of these contingencies, 
so far as known to me, are supposed to have been 
not appropriated by law, or to have been charged 
from specific to other objects of expenditure, or to 
have been illegal or irregular. 

‘“‘As to the fourth resolution, I do not recollect 
any cases of the description there given within the 
period mentioned. The cases of illness or tempo- 
rary absences in public officers are not supposed to 
be embraced in the inquiry; and, perhaps, no such 
cases as those where temporary duties, of a diifer- 
ent character, have been performed by some person 
in office. If it was intended to embrace either of 
these classes, I have no doubt such cases have oc- 
casionally happened, in the instances of clerks and 
others; and any particular one designated by the 
committee, on which any specific information may 
be desired by them, will be explained with plea- 
sure. 

“In respect to the conduct of any of my prede- 
cessors in office in this department on any of these 
subjects, since the 3d of March, 1829, whether le- 
gal or illegal, my remarks must, of course, be 
deemed general, in stating an impression in their 
favor. In any special case which may be pointed 
out to me, I might be able to oiler a detailed opi- 
nion, were it supposed to be proper by myself, and 
desirable by the committee; but which, from mo- 
tives of delicacy, if not correct principles of law, is 
presumed not to be now wished. Whether such 
an opinion ought to be asked of me in relation to 
any of my own acts under any of the resolutions, 
tending, as the reply must, either to exonerate or 
accuse myself, is so questionable under the consti- 
tution, that I should have declined answering it, 
unless from an impression that, in such an event, 
an inference not warrantable by the facts might, by 
some persons, have been drawn from my silence or 
refusal. “Respectfully, yours, 

“LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
‘Hon. Henry A. Wise, chairman of executive com.” 

So, also, the secretary of the navy replied as fol- 
lows: 

‘Navy department, February 10, 1837. 

“Srr: I have the honor to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt ce your letter of the 24th ultimo, enclosing a 
copy of certain resolutions adopted by the above 
coinmittee. 

‘These resolutions direct the heads of depart- 
ments to furnish the committee with statements of 
acts implying official dereliction of duty on their 
part, or on the part of their predecessors in office, for 
different terms of years; extending in some cases, 
from the 4th of March, 1829, to the Ist December, 
1836; and these statements to be made upon gene- 
ral allegations, without direct charges or specifica- 
tions. 

“The appointment of this committee to inquire 


to direct the heads of those departments to make 
disclosures of the money paid by them without 
authority of law;-or of officers, agents or deputies 





certain resolutions purporting to have passed ‘in| 
Fciect committee of the house to inquire into the | 


€xecutive departments,’ &c. A copy of them is 
annexed. 

“In reply to the first resolution, would observe, 
that T am “not aware of any money having been 
paid by this department or its agents, within the 
Period mentioned, to any printers or editors, with- 
“te authority of law. All which has been paid is 
rn leved to be regularly reported and adjusted in 

l€ proper office, and the results periodically com- 
municated to congress, and to be found in the 
Printed documents. Nor do I know, under the in- 
q"lry contained in the second resolution, of any of- 

cer, agent, or deputy, appointed, employed, or 
Paid, since the 4th of March, 1829, to the Ist of 
“cember last, without authority of law. If the 


appointed or employed by them without authority 
of law, or of any other official acts by them without 
authority of law; or to bear testimuny as to like 
misdemeanors on the part of their predecessors in 
| office, or others, ipon such general suggestions as 
are contained in the resolutions. 
| «No such power is shown, and I do not feel jus- 
tified, answering, as I do, for the navy department, 
| to acknowledge such a power. 
| Yet I have no hesitation in stating, in answer to 
| the first resolution, that no sums of money have 
|been paid by this department, its agents or depu- 
ties, to printers or editors of newspapers, within the 
/year ending on the Ist of December last, to my 
knowledge or belief, without authority of law. 

“Should the committee think proper to designate 


into the condition of the executive departraents, &c. | 


think such illegal payments have been made, such 
case or cases, with the facts attending the same, 
will be communicated without delay. : 
“To the second resolution, I beg leave to state, 
that no officers, agents or deputies, have, to my 
knowledge or belief, been appointed, employed or 
paid by this department, without authority of law, 
under the direction of my predecessors or myself, 
from the 4th of March, 1829, to Ist December last. 
“In the various duties of this department, it has 
been found necessary to appoint many agents.— 
Many of the duties imposed by laws upon the heads 
of the departments must be performed by agents or 
deputies, the right of appointing whom is a neces- 
sary consequence of the obligation to perform the 
duty imposed. Such appointments are not. con- 
sidered as made without authority of law. 
“To give the names of all agents and deputies 
thus appointed from the 4th of March, 1829, to the 
Ist December last, with the sums paid to each, the 
services rendered by each, and for what reasons 
such appointments were made, would require more 
labor than could be perfomed by all the clerks in 
my office who could be spared for the purpose, 
without seriously interrupting the daily and neces- 
sary routine of business of my department, for the 
residue of the session of congress. 
“A report will be immediately made upon any 
specified case or cases under this resolution. 
“To the third resolution I beg leave to state that 
the various amounts of money, to whom and for 
what paid at this department, within the last four 
years, ending on the 30th of September last, for con- 
tingencies, are contained in reports from this de- 
partment, printed among the documents of the 
house of representatives, to wit: 

“For the year 1833: A report of the 13th of De- 
cember of that year, document No. 14, Ist session, 
23d congress. 


“For the year 1834: A report of the Ist of Janu- 
ary, 1835; document No. 52, 2d session, 23d con- 
gress. 


“For the year 1835: A report of the 31st Decem- 
ber of that year, document No. 43, Ist session, 24th 
congress. 


“For 1836: A report of the 31st of December of 
that year, document No. 60, of the present session. 

“This last document brings down the account of 
the contingent expenses of this department to the 
30th of September last. It cannot he completed to 
the Ist of December last at this time, as will appear 
by a letter of the fourth auditor, hereto annexed. 

‘‘None of these payments have been made with- 
out appropriations. 


“The letter of the second comptroller, hereto an- 
nexed, will show the transfers made since the 4th 
of March, 1829, from various naval appropriations. 
These have been made under the authority of the 
president of the United States, upon evidence that 
the public service required the same, and under the 
provisions of the 30th of June, 1834, authorising 
the same, except the last, which was made under 
the provisions of the act authorising the South Sea 
exploring expedition. 

“T am not aware that any illegal or irregular ex- 
penditures, allowances or payments of any descrip- 
tion, have been made at this department since the 
4th March, 1829. 

“If any case or cases of payments or allowances, 
supposed to be illegal or irregular, shall be speci- 
fied, a report will be immediately made upon the 
same. 

“To the fourth resolution I beg leave to state that 
I have no knowledge that any officers, agents or 
deputies of this department, have, from the 4th of 
March, 1829, to the Ist of December last, received 
salaries, pay or emoluments of any kind, without 
rendering service to the government, or without be- 
ing in office; unless this inquiry extends to cases of 
| temporary absence on leave, or to cases of absence 
from sickness, which it is not presumed to do; and 
except what may be contained in a report of gene- 
ral Van Ness and Mr. Kendall, now in possession of 
the committee. 

“[ have no knowledge of any commissions to of- 
ficers in this department, within the same period, 
which have been antedated, or of officers who held 
other stations or appointments, state or federal, 
when receiving pay for particular offices or agen- 
cies, or who have been engaged in private employ- 
ment, whilst receiving pay froin, and rendering no 
service to, the United States. 

‘*To the fifth resolution I have to state that I do 
not know that any innovations, not authorised by 
law, have been introduced or continued in this de- 
partment, wittin the period specified. 

“I am, very respectfully, your obedient, humble 
servant, MAHLON DICKERSON. 

“To the hon. Henry A. Wise, chairman,” §e. §¢, 





and specify any case or cases in which they may 


[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
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DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 

Pennsylvania convention. The following state- 
ment of the occupations of the members of the con- 
vention to amend the constitution of Pennsylvania 
is from a Philadelphia paper: 

Farmers 51; iron masters 3; manufacturer 1; me- 
chanics 2; house carpenters 2; brick maker 1; pa- 
per maker 1; printers 2; potter 1; judge 1; attor- 
neys 41; doctors 12; editor 1; merchants 9; sur- 
veyors 4; clerk 1—133. 


The Tioga (Pa.) Democrat of the 20th ultimo, 
makes the following statement relative tothe quan- 
tity of maple sugar made in that vicinity, and adds, 
that the quantity made this spring, surpasses that 
of any former season: 

‘A gentlenan living in Union township, in this 
county, estimates the quantity made in his neigh- 
borhood last year at about 30 tons, the season being 
very unfavorable. In the early part of this season we 
were informed that Aimasa Wood of Union, intend- 
ed to make 3 tons. We have heard no estiimate of 
the quantity made this season; but there is rumor 
here that one man somewhere in that region has 
already nade 7,000 pounds, and is rapidly increas- 
ing it every day. ill some of our friends in the 
sugar business forward us an estimate of the whole 
quantity made this spring, and such particulars as 
will be interesting.” 


Commerce of the lakes. ‘The Dunkirk Beacon of 
the 26th ult. announces the launching of the new 
schooner Samuel B. Ruggles, of 190 tons burthen, 
destined for the trade of the upper lakes. 

The same paper has the following notices: 

Dam at Black Rock, - Among the resolutions 
which passed the senate at its recent session, was 
the following, viz: 

In senale of the United States—March 2d. Re- 
solved, That the president be requested to ascer- 
tain, during the recess of congress, whether the 
works at Black Rock raise the waters of Lake Erie 
to the injury of property on its southern and west- 
ern shores, and to communicate to congress at their 
next session the result of this examination. 

Attest, Aspury DIcKENs, secretary. 

We understand that this resolution has been re- 
ferred by the president to the engineer department, 
and that the chief engineer has requested captain 
A. Talcott, E. H. Courtenay and ‘T’. S. Brown, esq. 
civil engineers, to undertake the investigation of 
this important subject, and to report their opinion 
thereon. We have not learned whether these gen- 
tlemen have accepted of the trust. 

Appointment. ‘T> 8. Brown, esq. has been ap- 
pointed general superintendent of the public works 
at the harbors of Erie, Dunkirk, Buffalo and Black 
Rock. 


The president of the United States has recog- 
nized the appointment of James Andrews as vice 
consul of his Danish majesty, for the states of Mas- 
sachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire and Rhode Is- 
land, to reside at Boston. 

Also, of Nathaniel Townsend, as consul of the 
republic of Texas, for the port of New Orleans. 


Governor Everett has appointed Mr. Lincoln, of 
Worcester, commissioner to publish the journal of 
the provincial congress of Massachusetts during 
1774 and 1775. 


The Boston papers state that the steeple of the 
Hollis street church, which was struck with light- 
ning some weeks ago, and not yet repaired, was 
again struck on Friday the 5th inst. and set fire to. 
Happily a few buckets of water carried up by the 
first comers extinguished the flames. 


Another house tumbled down—a life lost. On Sa- 
turday afternoon last, about one o’clock, the new 


building next to the corner of Liberty street, No. 81 /revenue cutter Gallatin, captain Joseph Gold, has | 


William street, New York tumbled into a mass of 
ruins, burying beneath them two little boys, who 
were collecting chips in the celler., 
sufferers was taken out with bat trifling injury, but 
the other, named William Edgar, whose parents 
reside at 43 Elm street, was instantly crushed to 
death. The wall which gave way was only 4 in- 
ches thick, being the dreadih of a single brick, put 
up undoubtedly like a thousand others in this city, 
with the expectation of being sustained by leaning 
against their next door neighbors. 
house, the tenants of which had only removed on 


the first of May, was also crushed to the earth by | 


the wall. The coroner held an inquest upon the 


body of the child, and a verdict of accidental death 
rendered. 


Remedy against ants. Accident has furnished an 
excellent recipe for destroying ants. 
whose warehouse was infested by these destructive 
insects, remarked on a sudden that they had desert- 
ed one particular room; and observation having 


One of the) 


An old wooden | 


‘convinced him that the circumstance was caused 
by a barrel of fish oil which had been placed there, 
he tried the experiment of placing some of the oil 
round the — in his garden, when he found it 
produced the effect of driving the ants from the 
place in a few hours. 


Important discovery. A valuable discovery of lead 
ore was made a few days since, by a gentleman of 
Morgan county, Missouri, who was quarrying rock. 
He struck lead, from which several thousand pounds 
of mine have already been raised, and which is sup- 
posed to be very extensive. We conversed the 
other day with an experienced miner, who had ex- 
amined a specimen of the ore, and who pronounced 
it to be of a superior quality. He supposes it will 
yield from 75 to 80 lbs. per cwt. e understand 
that several new discoveries have since been made 
in the vicinity, and that the restless impulse of spe- 
culation is on the wing. Large quantities of land 
have already been entered, and there is still a prodi- 
gious rush to the land office. No doubt is entertain- 
ed of the development of extensive mineral resour- 
ces. The discovery was made in the northern por- 
tion of Morgan county, about thirty miles from the 
Osage river. Boonville is 185 miles, a little north 
west of St. Louis. [Boonville Herald. 


The St. Lawrence. The Montreal Herald of 
Monday last says, that part of the wharves are clear 
of ice, and batteaux and canoes are arriving and 
leaving daily. 

Major general Macomb has given notice, that 
‘all orders, notifications and statements published 
in the Army and Navy Chronicle under the head 
of ‘official’ will be considered by the army and 
others coneerned as official, and respected accord- 
ingly.” 

Letter bag lost. The letter bag from China by the 

1 


brig Nabob, with five or six hundred letters, has 
been lost. 


Rapid travelling. A few days ago the steamboat 
gen. Sumter ran from Mobile to Montgomery and 
back again, a distance of 900 miles in three days 
and a half. j 


American flour is selling at Sidney, (New South 
Wales), our antipodes, for twelve shillings and six- 
pence sterling per barrel. 


Mr. Webster has left Boston on a visit to a son 
who resides in Michigan, Ohio. 


The nephews of Napoleon. It is not generally 
known, perhaps, says the New York Star, that two 
of the nephews of the emperor Napoleon are now 
in this city residing at the Washington hotel. Na- 
poleon Louis, son of the ex-king of Holland, who 
was compromised in the Strasburg affair, and Pierre 
Napoleon, son of Lucien, who had some difficulties 
with a platoon of the pope’s soldiers at Rome. The 
former is rather of a short stature—exceedingly 
plain in his manners and dress—affable and intelli- 
gent, and is the author of several able publications 
on military matters. Pierre is full and fleshy, and 
his dark hair and profile bear a strong resemblance 
to his illustrious uncle. It is the intention of Na- 
poleon Louis to make a tour of this country the 
present year. He speaks the English with much 
fluency. 


Specie. The ship Norma, which arrived at New 
York on Saturday last from Havana, brought one 
hundred and ten thousand dollars in specie. 


Light houses. Lieut. commandant Valette, is now 
on an examination of the diiferent sites for light 
houses in the Delaware, to be constructed accord- 
ing to an act of congress of last session. A section 
to the bill required the concurrence of the navy 


'board as to the necessity of their erection. The 





been selected to convey lieut. Valette, to the dif- 
‘ferent sites. » 


The New Haven Register says, that at the next 
' session of the legislature of Connecticut, the issu- 
|ing of all bank notes under five dollars will be pro- 
hibited. 


The Journal of Commerce of Monday says a col- 
' lection of men have been parading about the wharves 
of New York, driving off the workmen and demand- 
ing higer wages. 


| A fire broke out at Detroit, Mich. on the 28th 
ult. and destroyed about 75 buildings, all but two 
|of which were wood, and about two-thirds of them 
| occupied as stores, groceries and mechanic shops— 
| the remainder as dwellings. The total loss, it is 
|supposed, will not exceed $125,000—nearly or 





} 
j 


A merchant, | quite half of which was personal property. The | 


amount of insurance was comparatively small. 
| ‘The fire has occurred at an unfortunate period— 
| a large part of the personal property destroved con- 





a 
sisting of flour, stop e &e. which had hy 


principally brought to the city since the opejj),, 

navigation, for home consumption, and the joo a - 

which will consequently be severely felt fie = — 

classes of its inhabitants. Re cern 81 
We understand, says the Boston Travelle, tha ———— 

a certificate under the late navy pension ac ; 

widows, &c. has been received at the peri misesicint’s 

office in this city, which entitles the widoy , 

captain to the very comfortable sum of 2090 | eae 

arrearages, besides the continuance of $50 a mont E 

(half pay) during her natural life. By the pi 
Two negroes, who were arrested for placing Wheres 

structions on the New Jersey rail road, conjcss, [MM the cons! 


their guilt, and, apparently ignorant of the nature ¢ 
the crime, excused themselves by sayin they 
‘‘wanted to see the locomotive bounce!” i 


States, fo 
ad It Monday « 















not been for the care of the engineer a huni city of 
persons might have “bounced” into eternity, tive senal 
Mr. Frelinghuysen, mayor of Newark has issy. assemble 
his proclamation, authorising the indiscriiy,, REM MUnica 
destruction of every dog running at large in thy consult a 
city. This was deemed prudent, as several tna wisdom | 
dogs have recently made their appearance there, — 
Atlornies. The only persons in this city thy im [L. S.] 
have cause to rejoice at the times, says the N. Yo, “ee: 
Star, are the notaries to the banks, one of who, 
last week realized $2,000 from protests! 
Visiters of West Point. Of the visiters to {hy 
military academy appointed for this year, Heyyy 
Rogers is one, and not James Rogers, as printed, 
The reader will please to correct the list accopi. 
ingly. By the 
John For 
The New York Evening Post states that bond ; 
to the amount of $430,000 were paid last week Our re 
the custom house in that city. , weighty 
Gold coinage at the mint during the month off of the U 
April, 1837: tion, art 
Remaining uncoined 31st March $191,80) fe ment ex 
Deposited for coinage in April— © suspensi 
Coins United States old standard $9,920 me the depo 
Bullion United States 10,375 m ble of « 
Foreign coins 73,040 Fand-to ir 
do. bullion 205,505 Pe medial 
———— 298 34 gress, W 
ecenrwnre great lo 
$3490.64) Ie Venues 
Half eagles coined in April 181,00) at the m 
Remaining uncoined 30th April 309,64) as if is 1 
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Fortunate rescue. It was stated, on the arrival a 
New York of the Hibernia, that she lost a boat ant 
one man off Nantucket. The Boston Daily Ai: 
vertiser of Wednesday thus accounts for him: 

“Capt. Blackmer, of brig Oregon, who arrived ¢ 
this port last evening from Cape de Verds, report 
that on Sunday afternoon last, off Fishing Rip, he 
picked up a boat with one seaman in it, belonging 
to the packet ship Hibernia, from Liverpool, Apr 
2, for New York. This man states that on Friday 


that fun 

evening last the ship struck on the south shoal d ment of 
Nantucket. The small boat was lowered, and the th. pub 
mate and two seamen got into it, for the purpose @ todo b 
sounding round the ship. : ‘in ah 
“They had done so, and came alongside agail, point a 
when the mate and the other man went on boar, calls fo 
leaving this man in the boat. By some accidell, endear 


the painter became disengaged, and the boat weil 
adrift about 11 o'clock at night, and he had been 1 
the boat about 44 hours.” 


Rights of pew holders. The Massachusetts st 
reme court have recently decided that a meeiilf 
hiowks cannot be altered, abandoned, removed 
taken down by the parish, without indemnifying # 
the pew holders who. do not consent to it for c 
maze they sustain. The case came up throug) tle 
holder of a pew in the meeting house in Boy!ste!, 


Btime, if 
upon i 
amidst 
meried the 
nothing 
prompt 
excludj 
paymer 
ment— 
of their 


who brought an action against the parish to recov! mes set 
damages which had been sustained by the acts ws kno 
the parish in abandoning the meeting house, ani rovidi 
going away and building and occupying another ah 
His damages were assessed at $10. i 
Ss 

Factory girls. The New Maven Register staté RM. th. 
that the girls are leaving the factories and gol ermine 
back to help their mothers, and aunts, and unc!’ Biv horo, 
make cheese and raise poultry, watch bees, pick tit I wal it 
geese feathers, and sort the wool. he my 
Georgia rail read. The first locomotive ever put 1836, v 
in motion on the soil of Georgia, was started © BigpWas is: 
Augusta a short time since. The good people © lhe 
that city were highly delighted at its performan Bijgrender 
and the Constitutionalist in speaking of the ro% he gor 
&e. indulges in the following bold figure; ‘the! heir ( 
comotive ‘Georgia’ started beautifully and majestt whieh 
eally and following the impulse given, flew W" Nich 
surprising velocity on the roud which is to be her ™ ot ex 
tural element!” Neldar 
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